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| | The Second Volumn 


OF 


Athenian News: 
O fk, 


Duntons M2acle, 


Being a Continuation of his 3000 feveral Polts, vig. 


XXIV. The Healing-Poft. XXV. The Sick-Poft. XXVI. The Courting- Poft. XXVII. The Lape 
| = XXVIII. The Ogling-Poft. XXIX. The 4. B.C. D. Poff. XXX. The Mib- Pop. XXXI. The Leg- 
| Po. XXXII. The Fragrant-Pof XXXII. The Aged-Foff. XXXIV. The Sign-Pof. XXANRV. The Qbarizad)e- 
| PoR. XXXVI. The Pelsing-Poft: XXXVIT. The Convocation-Pyi, XXXVIIL. The Knaw. Poft, XXXIX The 
Carbolick-Poft, XL. The Anatomical-Poft. XLI. The Canonizing-Pst. XLII. A Po to thé Algom, XLIIT 
The Conjugal-Pof. XLIV. The Widdow's-Pof. XLV. The Pyfl-Devil, XLVI. The Conjlable’s~Ryf, XLVIL. 
The Intehe&ual-Poff, XLVIULL. The Fortunate-Popg. 


To each of thefe Poffs is added: 1. The Di/omeing-Pcfi, or an Effay to keep the Medium, and 


expofe the wild Fooleries and Extravagancies of the Extremities of any Controverlie whatever: Written 


‘| originally in French by the learned Monjieur B —x, and printed oe at Tari, with great Applaufe 
WwW 


Il. The Proverbial-Pof, or a Poetical Defcant upon Englifh Proverbs; a Work never attem betore in 
Verte. II]. The Cafuiftical-Pyft or Athenian Mercury, refolving the moft nice and curious Queftians pro. 
pos’d by the Ingenious of either Sex. IV. Pegafus or the Xbiming-Poft, {peaking extempore Poems on any 
Subjedt defir’'d. V. The Ts ifiing-Poff, or Eflays (in Imitation ot Montayn) upon none but flight and infig- 
nificant Matters; writ cheifly to divert the Ladies. By Mr. Richard Sanit, late Mathematick Prote{- 
four in Cambridge. VI Dunton’s-Poft, or bis Dying Farewel to this Life and World; in whieh thie undifvuis’d 
Sentiments of a Soul, flanding jutt upon the Borders of Eternity, are faithtully reprefénted in 3000 
diftiné Farewels 


To this Second Volume is prefix'd, t. A General Title, Preface, and Index. 2. Several Letters writ 
by Oxford and Cambridge Scholars (three of ’em Matters of Arts) recommending the Poft- Proje to the Lo- 
vers of Novelty. 3. Zit for Tat, cra fecond Challenge to Squire Bickerflaff; in which 1s fated a nice 
Cafe concerning Platonick Love (or the Spu itual Caveffes between two Souls of a different Sex) and fairly prov’d 
that he did not anfwer that Hebrew Queflion that was fent to him, becaufe he could not folve the Difh- 


culties 1n it. Pega ' 


Diverting Notes upon Dunton’s Orac’e, writ by a Lady of eminent Quality, and will be continu’d bythe fame 
Hand, ’till his 3000 Pofts have furnifh’d out an U niverfal Entertainment. 
, 


| 


Enterd ‘nto the Hall-Book of the Company of Srarionvers purfuane to Aé of Parliament. 
~ Qn 


LONDON, 
and are to be fold by S. Poping, at the Raven in Paternoffer.Row; and at the Sword, in 
-Lane, and at moft Bookfeller’s Shops in Town and Country (where the Firft Vo- 
i, with the firft Challenge to the Tatler to write either Pro or Con upon all difputable 


| Printed for the Author, 
New fireet, near Fetter 
Jumn is now to be nats Aceaey ae 
Points.) Price 2s. 6d. flitchd wpin blue Paper, : : 
eh Nee The Third Volumn compleat will be publifh’d next Chriftmas, and a Single Oracle every Tue/day 


and Saterday as formerly, as foon as the Author’s Health will permit hum to attend the Prefs. 
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Ingenious, and good Natur'd Querifts, of either Sex. 


Gentlemen and Ladies, 

EW Proje&s and Converfation, no Doubt, 

polifhes that imperfec& Model of a fine 

Gentleman, that Books and Queftions but be- 

gin, and generally leave very rough, and 
unfinifh’d: And therefore, having dedicated the Firft 
Volumn of Dunton’s Oracle, to the SOUR, PREFU- 
DIC’D, CENSORIOUS and ATHENIAN Rea- 
der, common Gratitude, as well as Intereft, obliges 
me, to addrefs this Second Volumn, to all the Ingenious 
and good Natur’d Querifis of either Sex, that have been 
Promoters, not only of Dunion’s 3000 Pofts, but of 
my Athenian Oracle Tos Queftion Project) from its firft 
Publication to this Time. 

And here (for Methods Sake) I will firft talk with 
the Men, andnext will make my HONOURS to the 
Ladies. 

Gentlemen, I'm firft to acquaint you, that notwith- 
ftanding all the Publifoing, T ATLING and prejudic’d 
Enemies to Dunton’s Oracle, it has met with fo many, 
and fuch Great Friends, that (tho’ my Rival Bickerftaff 
{ays Iam dead,) ’tis like to live, and flourifh, ‘till 
DU NTON has compleated his Queftion and Poft Pro- 
jef#. *Tistrue(my Athenian Friends) my giving you 
this Affurance of the general fpreading of Dunton’s Ora- 
sle, may look as conceited, as Zarling Ifaac’s telling 
the World, “ There will be a Famine among the 
“« Hawkers, Printers, Bookfellers and Authors, when ever 
“ bis Paper is laid down. But the modefieft Man in 
the World (as is feen by the Tatler's fo often boafting 
of his {preading Fame) is not fuch Proof againft Va- 
nity, as to entertain no favourable Opinion of him- 
felf, on a Publick Applaufe, (as falfe as it prassally is). 
And therefore, to convince my Tatling Enemies, that 
Dunton’s Oracle will in Time {urmount all thofe little 
Arts and Devifes they have us’d to fupprefs it, read the 
following Complements to my Poft Projed, lately fent 
me by Lady of eninent Quality, And 
feveral Gentlemen (three of ’em Maflers of &t) 1 


living in London, Oxford and Cambridge. _ , 
The Ladies Letter was this following 
Mr. Dunton, London, Ofober 19. 1710- 
am mightily. taken with your Defign (or Poft Projet) 
which you call an univerfal Entertainment ; it cant 
mifs of a Kind Reception from thofe thatrfeck either 


Pleafure or Tiftrnfion, it contains ’em both j 

fection, but "twas the Novelty of your ade ee 
that engay’d me firft to.the reading, and afterwards 
to the making fome flight Remarks upon "em, for, to 
{peak the Truth, I had not Time to confider them as 
they deferv’d: Many of the moft learned Queftions I have 
purpofely omitted to give my Sence of ’em, leaft I 
might as ’em by a fhort and tranfient Review. And 
indeed, the frequent Vifits I receive, from Perfons of 
Honour, wou’d permit no more, but thus much I wow’d 
do, to fhew my Refpe& to Mr. Dunton, and Eftcem 
for his Poft Proje&, which (for the great Variety of new 
and fing Subjects) 1 prefer to all the weekly Papers 
I ever faw; and for that Reafon I fhall beftow fome 
Thoughts upon it, which if you pleafe, you may call 

Notes upon Dunton’s Oracle. 

My Defign any i make Remarks on all the Po/s 
you have yet, or fhall hereafter publith, which you 
tell us will be three Thoufand. 

Mr. Dunton, I’m greatly pleas’d that (for 
the Sake of Variety) yu promife to add A Cafuiftical, 
Proverbial, Difputing, Rhiming and Farewell-Poft, &-. to 


begin my Remarks upon Dunton's Poff, tor as you inti- 
tle it 4 Dying Farewell to this Life and World, 1 think 
it the moft ferious Projeé you ever flatted. I findin 
the Preface to your firft Volumn, that your very Ene- 
my (the Britilh Apollo) owns you havea projefing- Head 
and we all acknowledge (when we call to Mind your 
Athenian, Phenix, Paradox and Poft-Projeds, &c,) that 
you have ftarted more new, and curious Notions than 
any Author that ever writ. But of all your Projects, 
none. pleafe me fo much as your-Dying P¥ewell to 
this Life and World; af which you have given two ex- 
cellent Specimens, in your Dying Farewell to Porfonal 
Prejudices, and in your Dying Farewell to the Follies o 

Youth, — Mr. Dunton, the Difcoveries your Farewells 
make, upon thefe and other Subjects, will be of great 
Ufe in the promoting the Reformation now on Foot; 
tor we are led by Examples, more than Precepts, and 
are apt to mind the laft Speeches and Sentiments of 


Perfons, when they are going out of the World, fur- 


they ave then open aud plain hearted, and dare-not depart 
with a Lye in their Mouths: Our Judgments are all une 
bias’d when we are going to appear before Ou Judyg 


every one of your Three Thoufand Pofts, but I thall . 


amd ; 
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Dying Furcwell to. an 
fent the undifguis’d Sentimen 3 
leaving the Body, muft needs be a Proje t OF § 
as "tis to prefent the World with {rious a 
Thoughts, in 3000 diftind Farewells, to Pexfons | 

Things; and therefore, whatever 
Po meet with, your Paewe 


Rs may 


: Seate.of. Etesnity, 


U-PofF ill meet with 
abundance of Friends, not @nly as ‘ui wholly gew, | 

your taft Farewell thu Life ge World, Kas \) 
bferve in my Notes upon it) and theretore Tent | 
ifpos’d to fay much here, in Favaur Of yaar Dy rag | 
Farewells: Judging your Defign to aitengaye us from | 
the World, leit Death furprife us, 1s Of Chat 4dioiute | 
Neceflity, the leaft Hint w a Kindnefs. Tis therctore, 
an Injury to the Defign of your Farewells, to fulpect 
any Oppoftion: For all the Men of Quality and Learn- 
ang that | meet with, approve hugely of your Fare- | 
well-Poft; and if your Payaphr fe upon ity don’t fpotk 
the Notion I have conceiv’d orit, [ may. ventureto 
fay your Farewell Projet will be more ice, and curious 
than even your Phenix, or Queftion-Projed. Mr. Du n= 
ton, I tell you plainly, nothing that 1s trifling fhou’d 
come thro’ your Fingers whilft you are writing Dying 
Farewells to thy Life and World. The Lite evenor the 
greateft Siges is not altogether ferious, all thei Say- 
ings are not Sermons, nor is all they write either thew 
laft Teflament, or the Confeffion of their Faith but Mr. 
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So. that.a)Giubjieet, but 1 fhou’d much fooner reckon him j 


aud louzy Number, than either MrDyge 
Frown ot any other of thote Weekly Wy. 
fo meanly and proudly infulc: For h’es 
Shininz-on, (as he yaialy boafts) thag 
publifhes a Tatler fhat’s worth readi; 
d and sor thofe FEW that are bright and fhinis 
y fo Ridom ippear Wwe ed a Bro Ji 

1 argail w 
ortal W its, Por, G—th, €—2tave . 
ver (MY. ton) wt Brecker Fae 


I'm fure he don’t in ferious 


by thofe Ammort 
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| id 
ready publith’d are a convincing Proof: Dde have 
fall your other Farewells (which you fay will be Three 


\Thoufahid) turnrth’d with the fame izee Thought, ang 
| doue as tothe Manner and Gemw of Ex 1 n with 
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the moft awtul Solemnity; I think (Mr. Dunton)a 
Chriffian Temper, drawn forth in moving Terms, [bow d: be 
the reigning Vital Soul throughort atl your Prvewels 
'Twonr'd make you up no Charatter to play 7 
ing, befides the Reader upon thofe Terms, wou} 
{carce believe a’-Man in Earnett. But remember, § 
nice Palate may furtit in eating Hony, and thereioty 
let your Three Thoufand Farewells, contain ‘all youg 
fay in that folemn Munner, tor fhowd you enlarge 
your Number of Farewells, "twill be a natural Re. 
fleftion, that you’l never have done taking Leave. 
To concinde, (Mr. Dunton) let your Three Fhoufand 


Dunton, you ought to cunfider that your Farewell- Po? 
is a Sort of Laff Will and Teflament, tor every Perlon 
to read, that you ever convers’d with, and tho ad- 
drefs’d to your Enemies, (fuch as Jeffrey Stevens, or 
pragmatical Jo. C ) ought to be writ with the 
utmoft Gravity and Stoubiels I am extreamly 
pleas’d with your Dedication to the Living, and Dying 
Farewell to Honour, Riches, Pleafure, which you fent to 
me to corre, but I don’t fee where I can add or alter 
a Word in it, and fhewing it to my Lord JJ he 
fays he'll give away Ten Thoufand of ’ew, if you’l print 
it in balf a Sheet. So that your Dying Farewells are 
like to give immortal Fame to your Name and Cha- 
racter, and (“tis thought) exceed your celebrated An- 
fwer to Dr. Kennet, intituled The Hazard of a Death- 
bed Repentance, of which (as I hear) there have bin Jen 
Editions (*), So that the vain Boatting of tatling Ifaac 
that he'll out/bine you, is meer Kattle aud Bounce, nei- 
ther will his {preading Fame be ever able to darken 
yours, tor his celebrated Dreams and Visions don’t pres 
fent the World with a more 
Scene of Wit and Fang, than is to te 
Sylil, Ignorant, Wedding, Mad, Apollo's and Starting- Pofts, 
and I proteft (Mr. Dunton) I don’t flatter you when I 
aifert, that the Achenian Oracle 
fole Projefor) was the moft nice, and curious work. 
that was ever 
William Temple (who fent you feveral Quettions) was.a 
Sreat Part of it writ with your own Hand. So that 
your Doughty Antagonift J/aac Bickerfiaff may talk as} 
£0ntemptuoufly as leafes of that Fry of little | 
Authors, that he expelts fhou’d erect his Statue in 


(*) I fuppofe the honrwrable Lady, here means, thofe 
[everal Editions I publif'd my felf, and thofe the Pyrate Prin. 
ters of London, Oxtord and Dublin, 7ob’d me of, which | 


were at leah Ten Edision:, 


| Pofts (but more efpecially your Dying Farewells) te 


writ with the fame Serioufnefs, with as little A 
and as few Quotations, asif you were now 
ing your lait. And (for the Sake of Vartety) con? 
clude every Farewell, with a fuitable Poem, as'y 
have done m your Dying Farewell to Perfonal Prete. 
but let ali your Fareweds in Rhime be fhort; fora Jim 


feldom makes Verfes when he’s parting in Earneff. *? | 
Thus (ry Athenian Friend) you fee, your et 
Pof has fs pleafed, and engros’d my Thoughts that 
ha’nt Room tor any Remarks on your Difpiting 
fuiftick, Proverbial, and Rliming-P.fl, or aity*ot th 
Three Thonfand, tliat are to comyleat Dunton’s: Ovag 
but tho’? Pm moft delighted with the Novelty of yale 
Forerse!! Pofts, (as ’tis to give a Dying. Farewell to this 
oe and World, in a Time of Health) yet thufe Note 
cefign to write upon every Pof, (which youm 
alld ag an Appendix ib every diy roan oF Dita 


curious and beautiful | 
{een im your! 
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(of which you were the: 


publifhed: And as I was told by Sir: 


lifh'd and has now fent Mr. J- } 
to invite you down to his Coantry Seat; wh “_ 
| y 


Oracle) tiay ferve asa Key, (Or Paraphrafe) to’ your 
whole Proje&: For as foon as ever my Lord is gone, 
I defign to enter on that difficult Tafk, I have pre 
mis’d you in this Letter, and fhall be as parti 
(tho’ not fo large) in my Notes upom every one 
your Three Thoufind Pofts, as L have been in revi 
your Dying-Farewell?, 3 
Sty, [ teat my Notes will ferve but as'a Foil to. 
brighter Line? but (Mr. Dunton) Eloquence 13 
properly be call’d your’s, itis no Marvel tho’ 
ave but a {mall Share therein. My Cord fays 3 
Chriftians Gazétt; Ideal Life, (or Dunton’s Ejfay, thew 
ing how he’d think, fpeak, and 4&, might he live over 
his Days again) and New PraZice of Plety (dedi 
to Mr, Lock) excells all the (boafting) shairal ss? 
on Pu 
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an continte 86 Sap to imitate, Afontaign’s Effays, 

Medici, im your remaining Pos, as you 
aiy done in your Crifians Gazett, Ideal Life, 
nd cw Practice of Priy, my Lord intends to erect 
vour Statue, to perpetuate your Name and Memory, as 
the Firft Projeétor of the Aihenian Oracle, Ideal Life 
and Poi-Proje@. I wou'd therefore perfwade you to 
finith your. Pof-Proje*, for if L underttand any Thing 
in Letters, your Bed Poff, Athenian-Poft, Knaw-Pof, 
and Intellefual-Poft, &c. (but more efpectaly your Fare- 
well-Pof) obfcure whattoever hath hitherto been 
efteem’d in our Language; and I did not flatter you, 
when I (formerly) feat you Word, shat Dunton’s Ora-! 
cles were now my Tailersse— There can be no Diverfion' 
fo pleafing, which eught net to give Place to the 
reading your Axfwers to all nice and curious Queftions : 
And no Man except the Tatler, (who detracts trom 
your Labours, for no other Reafon, but as he’s promp, 
ted to’ it, by Envy, Pride, Ignorance and an empty 
Stomach) but will own this, who reads thofe new 
and fatistattory Anfwers you vive to fuch mice Que- 
ftions, as were falfly and impertinently an{wer’d by the 
Britifh Apolo; and torthat Reafon Dunton’s Orzcle is 
all I confult in difficult Cafes, and will for ever ob- 
lidge me to be, Jour livii.g Paraphrafe, and - 


The DEDICATION, a 


in 
nick Powers of Noife and Outery, the reigning Mifchief8 
Of the Pulpit in thefe Parts. 

Tis not imypoffible, that a Saracen’s-Head might b® 
contniv’d with a folemn Face; and a Pair of Bellow’. 
to intpire an Inftrument with Vocal Groans; and if 
two Wires were faftned to the upper Handle, that 
fhuu’d guide the holy Revolutions of the Eye-Balls, fo 
that upon every Depreflion of the Handle, the Ma- 
| Chine fhou’d flare and fpeak at once; which ftriking an 
Audience upon two Senfes, wou’d be infufferable. 
And I won tifay, it fhali be no Article of my Creed, 
Chat, the People fhall go away as rationally edified, 
and with their Hearts as affectionately rais’d and 
warm'd, fuppofe the Engine were but play’d by 
fkilltull, unfeen Hand, as they cou’d poflibly do from 
{ome of our Preachers. (And therefore I mightily ap- 
plaud your Defizn ot calling one of your Papers, the 
Preaching Pof, cr a New Pi oject to reform the Puilpis. ) 
Qne of ’em made a Noife in my Pulpit, a whole Day, 
but he either {poke Things that were unfpeakable or 
unintelligible; and not fo much as the Text couw’d be 
gather’d trom him, They have fome of ’em ot the 
Faculty, of fhouting out one fingle editying V owell 
a Matter of two Thirds of a Minute. Had I not 
been tranfported with Indignation, [ wou’d not have 


Confiant Admirer M—. 

Next follows the Compliments to my Poft-Proje@, 
ne were fent to me trom London, Oxford, and Can- 
ridge, RC. 

Dear Mr. Dunton, Briftol, July 20 1709 

Receiv’d your obliging Letter vequehing me toengage 

in your Poft-Proje#: As to the Articles of Friend-! 
fhip, I’m fully confenting it fhall be mide as binding | 

as you can wifh it. Whenever I have difcover’d a, 
peevith Temper, the perplexed State of my own Aft- 
tairs was the Reafon of it. Demants made, and Fx- 
petations entertain’d, which my Circumslances wouw’'d 
not then fuffer me to anfwer, together with an invin- 
cible Neceflity to fhuffie and cuta little, (tho’ 1 ap-| 
peal to Heaven, I was inwardly ccnfcious of an ho- | 
ueft Heart) put me upon. Occalions, preity much out 

of my own natural Difpofition, and I hope will plead| 
for me, that, I am no fooner my [elf, than I am yours, 

Your Accout of Mr. R is very moving. 
We lofe nothing by keeping clofe to God, 1 thank you, 
for your Friendfhip to him: And for that Trick, if I 
can help it, you fhall never want either Wigg or; 
Coat; as you fo generoufly and readily cloath’d bim | 
with both, in his great Extremity; I with the Deli-! 
verance he lately receiv’d, may make him begin to 
think, and grow férious in good Earneft: But 1 con’t 
hear he is yet reform’d. Some People 57 to get to 
Heaven, fy Slight of Hand, or natural Inttinet, with- 
Out making great Enquiry about the Way aud Terms 
Spon which they can only be admitted into that 

orld, 

As for my own Life, ’tis now a devoted one, and 
Thave no Heart to with *twere difehgag’d. My Thoughts 
have fome Time been taken up, with the great and 
honourable Defign, of bringing revolted Felluw-Crea- 
tures, under the Redeemes’s Government, and of put- 
ing God into the Poffeilion of his own. I’m grown 

moft mortal Enemy toCanting, and she meer Mecha- 


troubled you with this Digreflion. As to What you 
propofe, concerning your Pojt-Projef; 1 torefee that 
the Brityb Apollo, has done Prejudice to any Attempt 
of this Nature. Cou’d that Scribler be engag’d, his 
Paper might eafily be ruin’d, 

A _— many Heads you mention, in your Oracle- 
Projed?, which cannot be anfwer’d out of the Country. 
As to the Pofts therefore, I have no Heart to meddle 
with them, unlefs it were fometimes, upon a Sn/jed of 
a general Nature, which I fhou’d want no Information 
about. I think I cou’d write a Sheet a Week upon 
the Queftion-Proje#. The beft Queffions in the Britith 
Apollo, mujt be anfwer'd over again, *till that foolifh 
Paper be run down. When I tully take up your De- 
fign as to the Poft-Part, I fhall know better, how far 
1 am capable to anfwer Expedation, as to that. 

I have Six Young Men in Philofoply, under my Care, . 
at prefent, fo that my Time is much taken up. I am 
writing a Hebrew Grammar, with fome Improvements 
upon Bythnev’s: Which I defign only for the Service 
of fome Young Men with me. Ihave writ an Intro- 
duction to the Cafuiftical-Mercury, againtt the Apollo, , 
which I think will pleafe you. The firft Queftion I 
have fallen upon, is an Expofition of the Title, Britib 
Apollo; where I think there are fome /urprifing Things. 
1 receiv’d your large Pacguet, in which there is No- 
thing of any Ufe, but your own Letters, As forthe 
Cries of London, they are fuch Trifles, as T won’t {pend 
my Time upon; as tor the Philofophicall-Pof, you need 

ive me no Intormation about it. As for the Mirth 
they expeét, I’m unfit for the Employment, and fhall 
meddlé with | that is unfuitable to my Cha- 
racter, Wednefday’s Poft from this Town, fhall bring 
you a full Sheet, in which I fhall endeavour; the Sa- 
tisfaction of thofe Oxford Gentlemen, who have wrt: 
t’ye. IT. will cestainly anfwer all valuable Queftions: 


b. oveRu 
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over again, that ave publith’d in the Brittifo Apollo. But Mr. Dunton, — ernie, rs 17 fo, 
1 wou'd not be known in this Matter, by any Means. OUR Athenian I ews, OF ey Olts having mez 
Sir, lam your hearty Friend, and with a general Applaufe ™m thefe Parts, I, as a Tra. 
Servant, 8. 4. M.A. veller, flaying in the City fo long, to view the Varieties 
Mr. Dunton, Oxford, Augutt 34. 1709. thereof, your pif Volumn being recommended 2 mie by iwg 
Received your very Friendly and affectionate Let-] or three ingenious Perfons, as worthy of my Perufal, I ace 
ter; and cannot forbear returning you niy un- cordingly bought it, and found not only all that I was 
teigned Thinks, tor the great Care you feem to have | promis’d, to my great Satisfadion, in fome Points, but in 
to {ee me well employ’d: Your Poft- Project, [ not on- | your more fertous Subjects ob et peculiar Way of writ. 
ly approve but admire; as the Offspring of a Head, | 77g wortly of fo pete t and Mn aning shi 
pregnant with agree able a everlafting i yo tes But Me f a hog j a whet dp : 4 Aad J ae pers a 
very much fafpest the Capacity of the Perlon, you | #4icv £1 ” et ondon, my native Place 
Sai (et at W ork, and Pitot ought in all ” ot and common Habitation) I defire you wou'd print an Me 
defty, to decline it, as an Attempt, quite out of the| /wer to the following Queftion in your fecond Volumn— 
Reach of my Genius, as a Province too far remov’d out of | How 1s the Loadftone generated and when found out? 
my Sphere, and above the Force of my Conqueft : How- | feeing that I being from my native Place, and {2 far din 
ever, fince you are pleafed to entertain fo favourable jtant, foall not have the Opportunity of purchafing your 
an Opinion, of my Qualifications; out of all Dete- | Weekly Oracle, and fo not reap the Benefit that other. 
rence to your better Judgment, I think I fhall be in- | wife I might have, im your folving fuch a nnfterious Qnef- 
excufable, if 5 ie on 7 po srg -- rien § tion. Str, hoping you iy os ae Petes hd 
And the firft Pofts 1 thall fend you, will be tle Proct- | remain ur Friend and Servant, 
or’s-Toft, the Thinking-Poft, and the Servitor s-Poft, . PHILARETUS, 
Mr. Dunton, | own your Ingenious Anfwer to Dr, Ingenious Sir, Chancery-Lane, Sept. 20 1709, 
Kennet, wasveprinted in Oxford, with great Applaufe, and | ain plain, andone that never ufes any Comple. 
convinces all (but prejudic’d Perfons) that you area} HZ ments; but I was infinitely pleas’d t’other Day, 
Man of refin’d Sence. But yet, (pardon the Caution) j at a Thing I obferv'd, in one of the Athenian- Pofs; 
I heartily advife you, not to enter upon Athens, in tit has put me into fuch a Method of Thinking, that] 
your own Strength, and let the Man be whom you}can’t forbear endeavouring fomething like ’em my 
era if he be’nt furnifh’d with a free Genius, aj felt; and I think I may fay without bragging, that 
tile, and a Stock of Learning, you were better let it} if any can be like, I have got, a Mufe and half, not 
alone. Ever fince you defir'd my Affiftance, I’ve} much inferior: But not being in a Capacity to bef 
been doubtful of my own Sufficiency: But (at your! generous at prefent, as the Gentleman you mention 
Reque&) I now confent to be one of thofe Twelve, 1n one of your vfs, you will pardon me, when I'tell 
Perfons, that (with your Self) are to compofe Dunion’s| you, Icannot labour Grats, or (as you moft incom- 
Ovacle: Perhaps it may bea Pleafure to me, to fur-| parably exprefs it) take the labouring Oar, without, 
nifh you now and then, with a Cafe in Divinity, with; handfom Gratuity: But I find by your Oracle (pub- 
a Notion in Philofophy, and a Peice of Poetry, but my } lifh’d March 21.) that you are a Perfon of a gencvow 
Intention fha’nt make it a Debt: So that the labouring | Temper, I fhall theretore propofe no certain Reward, 
Or mutt ftillbe yours; and (confidering your inde- {for what I write, but fhall entirely leave it to you; 
fatigable Pen) no Man is fitter for that POST. tho’ I’m fomething unwilling to truft to the Giddy 
Mr. Dunton, youare the greate(t Tyrant this Day | Fancy of the Town. I’ve fent you The Sign-Payt 
living: Your Authority (/ike tbe Cenfor of Great Bni- | Peleing-Poft, Mill-Poft, and Provertial-Poft;, but Pmin 
tain’s) becomes awful to all Perfons; and when you} fome Hatt, and therefore have not enlarg’d ’em asl 
{peak (in Oracles) there is no farther Means to re-}1intended; but to make amends for that Defect, I 
tain private Opinions, if they be not conformable to | fent you with a few Extempore Rhimes, on a Bookfeller 
yours. Your Anfwerto Dr. Sacheverell (tho’ I don’t | that defir’d a Copy for nothing. 
Jike your /aifing of him, with Squibs and Crackers); I fhall only add I am a Smatterer im Poetry, and have 
has goar’d him more, than all his other Antayonifts: , two Ingenious Friends, who are much addistedto Rbi- 
And your learned Challenge to Squire Bickerftaff, ranks } ming, and are fo extreamly pleas’d with your Poft-Pro- 
you above that little Species ot Writers, that (like t icf, they are willing to faddle Pegafus (twice a Week) 
the proud Tatler) difpife fuch Queftions as they ean’t } to bear you Company. If therefore, you'l make one 
anfwer. So that you need not doubt, (Mr. Dunton) | of our CLUB, we fhall think it no Oftentation, to 
but I will give you the beft Affiftance I can (in your| callit 4, B.C. D. or the Society of London Poets. | 
am treed) for I account my {elf vey happy, to be] _ 1 fhall (impatiently) wait for your Anfwer, ina 
zeputed of by a Perfon, who (by his Wit) is able to} Letter directed to —-——. "Ti! then I beg Leave to 
pive a Value, to Things of themfelves worthlefs ; aud | ftile my felf your unknown, 
attribute fo much to your Judgment (in chufing ‘ Humble Servant, 4 B.C. 


me one of your Athenian Brethren) that I will no] Sir Oxford, July gti , 

oi * 4 “fh gth 171% 
longer hold any mean Opinion of my felf, left there- Come, tho’ late, to compliment ie Se your new 
inf fhou'd contradi# you, or at Jeaft thew my felf Tithe, of Poft- Mafter ceneral of Great Britain: How 
very ungrateful, whereas I hall ever be, noble and glorious the Name founds? And how well 


Your obliged Freind and very humbje | the Perfon deferving it! If my {mall Share can oh 
Servant, K. #. M. A. Service, I have here fent you, a Knaw-Poft, ov the Pit 
] ; 
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sure of @ Critick. I have added a Kind of Pofeript 
(:his Word, bas put it into my Head, that, the Title 
ut one Paper, may be upon Pififcripts, to fhew the Ufe 
gud Folly of them). Qne ot my Acquaintaince, is 
writing upon 4 Starting- Pot, which he {ays you ought 
to have fet out trom. I wifh you much Joy of your 
Sociery of Poets, and fou’d be glad to know who the 
are: However, I hope fuch an unexpected Happinefs 
will not interrupt our Correfpondence, which we fet- 
tied in London: I have experienc’d that you have more 
Generofty, and theretore I am apt to think, you don’t 
know how to direct tome. I would tain know whe- 
ther your Bed-Poft pleas’d the Athenian Ladies:. And 
d.fire you’d fend me a Catalogue of all the Names cf 
the Pts, you have already publifh’d, if it be not too 
much Trouble; with fome more choice ones, which 
you will leave to my Share. I have got you an eter- 
nal Nume, here at Oxford, or rather you your felt have 
got it, I being only the Inftrument. I have two Friends 
which are defirous of affifting you; and at Chri/fmas 
it you think fit, I will bring them into your 
Company: They are two polite Gentlemen, and can do 
you Service, if you approve of them. I beg the Fa- 
vour of an Anfwer to this, as foon as may be. 
And now, Sir, I think I may venture to conclude, 
with {ub{cribing my felf, 
Your Friend, and very 
Humble Servant, £. L. M.A. 
Sir, Cambridge, Sept. roth £710; 
] am heartily forry, I fhou’d fo much as tempt you 
to difcover a Secret; (I mean the Name of that 
Noble Lady, who writes Notes npon Dunton’s-Oracle ; ) 
and efpecially when our mutual Acquaintance, is| 
founded on that Bottom: But that Cusiofity which is 
natural, will I hope excufe me to you, who fn all 
your Quetlions and Solutions, are diftingnifhably 
curious; I have attempted the Foot-Poff, and when I 
have finith’d it, I will fend it you. Fhe Bedmaker- 


Pot, | don’t care to handle, for I can’t do it, without | 


Kefedions on fome of our Society here, which wou'd 


fcarce attone for the Jeft: 1 woud know what you |! 


mean by 4. B.C. (who hope to fill theis Pockets with 
Athenian Money iunie(s your Fraternity of Poets are ta 
be underftood, I am at a Lofs; But however my 
Friends wil) write all Gratis, which they fend to youn: 
The laft Poff L have, is Apollo’s-Pof. If you will be 
leas’d to fend the Reft, you may do it, by the Cam- 

ridge-Coach. and 1 fhall wait for "em, with great Im 
patience. kor, when I read your Books, as they (for 
the mofi Pari) entertain me with Delight; fo when I 
tead your Weekly ols, but more efpetially your Firft 
and Sceond Aufwer to Dr. Kennet, the Pleafure was en- 
creas’d to a grea.ey Degree of Satisfaction; becaufe, to all 
the other pivafing Ideas, was added that whichiwas moft 
like my own. And Gace ’tis Likenefs that begets Love 
and Union, the Effeéts mutt be very pleafing ; 4s Face an- 
feve:h + Face, in a'Glafs, fo doth the Heart of Man to 
Man, Ceitairly;wehad oue Father, one Womb coneei- 


ved and! ought us fi orth, one Milk nourifhed us, one | ¥ 


Chur h fath receiv’d us, and bred us up, the fame 
Dottrines hath been taught us, the fame Spirit doth 
animate us, the fame Principles do fix us, and lafily, 


Ihope the fame Integrity and Sincerity will put Life | 


| Spirit and Courage into us: And Sir, if tbis be a 
praijing of my felf, confider ’tis long of your self, if I am 
become a Fool in Boafting. 

I long to fee D—n at Confefion; (the Third Part of 
your Anfwerto Dr. Xennet) wherein you have pro- 
mifed it. When you have read my Ape if you 
will find Bat Confefion: And methinks B, and D. 
are {0 alike in Sound, that they are alikein Effgie, one Part 
ot &. exaétly fits the D; and if in any thing they di- 
fler, it is in Age, and in a little cooler Temper; for I 
like not Crackers, nor Sguibs, nor Bull-Dogs, &c. thofe 
fera Natuye. And whenI meet witha Man of Dig- 
nity and Learning, whole Garb, and Charatter be- 
{peaks him Kefpect and Reverence, If he looks high, 
Speaks big, and {pits Fire, 1 think ’tis fit to look hum- 
bly, to {peak mildly, and bring my Bucket of Water to 
quench the Flame, ’cre it confume us both. You know 
who faid it, you know not of what Spirit you ae, and 
whofe Prattice it was, when he was revil’d, not to revile 
‘again; Here doubtlefs, {oft Words, and hard Argu- 
ments, are the befi Return can be made. Ina Word, 
Mr. Dunion, I find by your Travelling Pofl, your 
Lite and Misfortunes have been very much like mine, 
tho’ every Man thinks his own the greateft: But hap- 
py is the Fate, that makes us happy in another Life, 
whatever it maketh us to be in this. It was St. Au~ 
ftin’s With, Hie ure, bic feca, Sc. modo ni AEternum. 

As to your Requeft, that 1 wou’d engage in yous 
Weekly Oracle, 1 ain contented, with clofed Eyes to 
obey you, and put my Reputation to Adventure, ra- 
ther than {eem to refufe a Thing Mr. Dunton defires 
(for even Virtue it felf, is not more dear to me than 
your Friendfhip). I fhall therefore, by next Friday 
finifh the Chymical, Dunning, and Abfolving-Poft, and in 
the mean Time, Shall make it my dayly With, that 
all your Writings (but more efpetially your Pof-Pro- 
je) may be as acceptable to all others, as it has been 
to this Univerfity, and in particular, to 
yon obliged Friend, and 
Humble Servant; B. B. M, A. 
Bofton in New England, June 7th 1709. 
. Mr. John Dunton, 
IR, am made happy to know, my good Friend 
and American (guondam) Neighbour, hath me in 
his Remembrance; and efpecially to receive a kind 
Token from him (a Book of his own Compofure, in- 
tituled she .Chriftian’s Gazett) for which I can only at 
prefent, return my mott hearty Thanks: Yet will 
add, that I‘had the fame from another Hand, more 
than Month fince, and couceived no little Pleafure in my 
frequent reading over the fame, having yet fome Maggots 
Rirring, froman Athenian Itch, coutraéted many Years 
agon, The Novelty of the invifible Grub-fhreet Gen- 
slemam, pleas’d me hugely; but how my Friend, you 
can make any Effay towards {uch a State, or ever 
hope to attain it, whilft your publick: Writings or 
Toft- Projet, ay you open to the View.of rhe World 
(with a Noverint Univerf) is to mea’ Paradox. | Did 
ou fee-my Afylum, and how I content my felf in an 
| eclipfed State (tho’ I neither imitate Diogenes, nor your 
invifible Man) you would furely fay, I have got fome 
| Maftery over the Gayeties of the World; «yet con- 
| ceive I want nothing that 1 need, and have more — 
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4 fend, having learn’d the Meaning of the French 
Proverb 
Qui na que cing, Es Depens fept, 
Na point befoin dune Bourfet. 

When your promis’d Novelties (I mean your 3009 
Pofts) peep into the Publick, mike me fo happy, to 
leave ’em for me, at . , 
making and reading many Books there uno End: Ai 1 ak 
you will retire, retire In good Earne(t, out of the : 
file and Croud of Impertinencies and Uncertaintr 
for fo indeed are all Sublunary Enjoyments and A 


quirements, and he that gets firft into a faje Port, is th: | 


—, But rememicr, of 
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| Mr. Dunton, Briftcl, Nov. 2. 1719; 
OU defire my Charater of your Pot-Projed ang 

Id a new Life, and I fhai! vive it you, with 

that Freedom that you Know is natural tome. Ag 
to your Poft-Projed, ’tis really my Opinion, 1f either 
Variety or Novelty will recommend a Weekly P3. 
per, your 3000 Pofts can’t miisof a kind Acceptange 
but pray infert nothing that is deftru-tive to the Pag, 
_coples of Vertue and found Knowledge, and then let every 
| Po8 be as nice and curious as you pleafe. As to youy 
of new a Life, ali I fhall fay is this, I am forry tig 
h a ferious Project fhou’d lofe any of that Eiteem 


huckieft Steerfman, I kifs your riands refpeéttilly old { (at might be due to it, by your kind Opinion of me, 


Sir, Yours oblig’d by many 
Civilities, B. &. M.D. 
Mr. Fohn Dunton, Hull Sept. 3. 1710, 
Have lately read over the firft Volumn of your 
Poft-Proyed, (or Weekly Oracle) and am fo well 
pleas’d with it, | have recommended it to all my Ac- 
quaintance in thefe Parts; and I am now reading 
over your Life and Errors, (as you callit) with De- 
light and Satistaction: We thas cannot be innocent mut 
needs be penitent, and after all, may fay with the /7/a/- 
mift, Pal. 19. 12. Who can nnderftand his Ervors¢ This 
is certain, an Ecliptick-Line may be drawn through 
the beft Man’s Zodiack, for in many Things we offend 
all; and none of us can fay that we have made our 
{elves clean, or are pure from our Sins. This is our 
Comfort, that if we confefs and forfake our Sins, God is 
jufl to forgive us our Sins, &c. I like your Idea of'a 
new Life admirably well, efpecially your Occonomicks, 
than which nothing can be more excellent; and for 
your Thoufand Charader’s, it is Matter of Admiration 
to me, you have performed the Work with fo few 
Coincidences, almoit, or all the Charaéters in different 
Expreffions. 

Sir, ———— I love you the more becaufe you are a 
diligent Reader, Lover, and Writer of Books: I eft- 
eern fuch Men of Thought as much above the ordina- 
ry Sort of Mankind, as Angels ave above w, allowin 
for the Hyperbole: I love you alfo for your univerfa 
€atholick Charity for all good Men; (of which your 
Effay, intituled Moderation on Horfeback ot the-Charj- 
table Poft, is a convincing Proofe). I muft own my 
felt to be a Diffenter, but no Bigot.to any Party: I 
thou’d not have Charity for my felf, if I thought I-bad 
not Charity to all good Men, of what Perfwafion ise : 
1’m hearty forry tor your Confinement to a Country 
Gell, whether voluntary or otherwife: ‘But 

Who thinks Reproach, or Injuries ave done * 

= an Eclipfe ta the unfpotted Sun? 

e only by that black upon bis Brow, 

Allures Spe@ators more, and fo do you. 
I doubt not but you will (at leaft I defire it may {0) 
live to fee thefe Clouds difperfed, and appear as 
bright. and fining as heretofore: And you can {carce 
fail of being fo, if your 3000 Pufts which in Hull 
Have as many Friends) are contiaw’d, ’till that Arhe- 
nian anddiverting Projef is fully compleated.—_——Sir, I 
Have much to fay to you upon other Matters, which 
this. Letter will not contain: And therefore I thal’ 
eunclude st prefent, __ Your affured faithful 
Friend (tho? unknown 7. T, 


Friend, and am 


it bating what concerns me, | think your dea of g 
aew Life utetul co all Mankind, and very much of it 
particularly, ferviceable to Youth; and accordingly 
I have vecommended it to my Son, who has read it with 
Improvement ; and [ take this, as the trueft Evidence 
Lof my Opinion of it to you, Lecaufe you know bog 
much E value him, and how cautious | am in his Edy. 
cation. I fhall fay no more of your Poft or Ideal Po. 
je@, but that I think your Time ts well employ’d in 
fuch ufeful Undertakings: I fhall only add, a Vif 
from you will be extreamly acceptable to, 

Your veal F. iend, and humbl 
Servant, E. R. M. A, 

Gentlemen, you fee by thefe Panegyrick Letters, on 
my fe 3 that Dunton’s Oracle has fume Friendy, 
and thofe Men of the brighteft Parts, *Tis true 1f you 
read the Tatler, (publifh’d September 26) you’l find he 
treats all Writings but his own, with as much Cop. 
tempt, as if Cowly, Milton and Spencer (that he quotes 
fo often) were but his Forerunners, and all the Wit 
and Learnirig of the former Age, but the. Aurora of 
his: But if you’ date beleive my generous Friends, 
boafting Ifaac han’t yet ingrofs’d all the Wit and Sence 
in the World: As big as the Bubble is now blowa, 
there is no folid Learning to be found init; for in 
reality, boafting and Obfcurity, falfe Trains and felf Pam- 
igyricks, furnih out that famous Scribble we call the Tatla; 
And. therefore (as he reckons all Panegyricks upon other 
‘Writers, Sort of Satyr upon his own Fame) thefe eyl 
Letters are here printed, to humble his Doughty Worpip, 
and to confirm what [ faid at the Beginning of this 
Preface, that, Duriton’s Oracle wil in Time furmount al 
the Tatling Enemies it has yet met with (but more efpe 
cially the faucy Treatment of Ifaac Bickerftaff); not 
that Ithink my Aideing- Pot deferves thofe witty Flou 
rifves my learne| Friends have beftow’d upon it: But 
certainly, for Captain B— to defpife thofe nice Que 
ftions I fent to him, becaufe he cou’d. not folve ’em, 
and then to praife bimfelf, for his-mighty Parts, can be 
reckon’d (with Men of Senfe) for no better thaa 
proudly cwning hinfelf conquer’d. However I'm fo far 
from imitatiig Ifaac’s Pride and Vanity, in makeing 
fine Speeches in my own Praife, that I have here printed 
the eight Panegyrick Letters on my Pojt- Project, without 
the Alteration of one Syllable; fur the Truth where 
of, I appeal to Dr. B—, the Reverend H—, and th 
other Gentlemen, who have here recommended, mf 
Poft- Proje#, to the Lovers of Novelty, by promifing 
to afliftin it ; and therefore, that I may not dyem 


Debi to their Poft-Complemens, Pie here anfwer thefecg™ 
: Letter 
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Letters, (in one Epiftle) dire&ted to all of them; which 
take as tollows. 
Gentlemien, 
ERE I not well acquainted with my own In- 
W fufficiency, to continue the P./t-Projed, fo as 
tu pleafe the nice Palates of this curious Age, 1 might 
well be poffefs’d with no {mall Vanity, upon the fe- 
veral Leters and Poffs, you did methe Honour to fend 
tome, and might well imagine my felfto be fome 
other Thing than I was the Day before I rectiv’d 
’m: But knowing the Panegyrick Letters you fent 
to me, are no other than a meer Complement you are 
pleas’d to afford me: I will not flatter my felfin my 
good Fortune, nor lefien the Obligation due unto 
you, in pref{uming to merrit the fame. However, as 
the Pofs you fent me, owe their Birth to your gene- 
rous Friendfhip 1 hape you will write often; not that I 
cou’d merrit the Favour, if you fent me a Pacquet but 
once a Year ; but becaufe it is a Pleafure to hear ones 
{elf call’d happy, and that one cannot have two man 
Titles for a Pofleflion which cam never be too muc 
valu’d. 1 cou’d eafily refift your Figures and your Ar- 
guments, (and your very Pps were they never fo wit- 
ty) but, your Goodnefs.and jour Friendpbip take me Captive 
perntye and I cou’d not be Philaret 1f they did not: 
or (Gentlemen) to fpeak the Truth, if Vertue reguir’d 
any Recompence out of her felf, fhe wou’d not receive it 
from any other Pens than yours; and your Reputati- 
on, is at this Day fo juft and general (in London, Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, and even as far as Americ1) there is 
no Man has heard of your fhining Character, but 
dearly Joves and ref{pefts you all; but more eff ant 
my guondam American Neighbour, Dr. B—, who is fo 
converfant with the great Variety of Nature, that not 
a Drug or Simple e{capes his Knowledge. You are all 
Men bs refind Wit (and without a Complement) great 
Scholars; But for Dr. B=, his Eloquence is fo admi- 
table, he never f{peaks, but ’tis a Sentence; and no 
Man ever cloath’d his Thoughts in better Words, I 
do therefore think my felf highly honour’d to have 
my yr Proje@ Co well approv’d by Eight Gentlemen who 
are able to give a Value to things, of themfelves 
worthlefs; and I attribute fo much to your Judgment 
that I will no longer hold axy mean Opinion of my felf, 
left therein I fliou’d contradi& you 3 So that Tam now 
under a fort ot Neceffity, to own my felt that ingeni- 
cus Perfon I am not. However (Gentlemen) your Let- 
ters are {0 great a Recommendation of my Pft-Projef 
Itis not yood Manners for me to doubt any more of 
its kind Reception, for whatever is bonour’d with your 
good Word might expecta Place in the nobieft Libra- 
ries, but I dare not fay "twill defesve it; fot what, 
tho’ the Tatler has the Confidence to call himfelf the 
Cenfor of Great Britain, 1 fhall never be fo vain to own 
thofe Titles you heftow on me, of Pofmafter general-— 
Projedor of everlafiing Inventions--Genius of Eloguence-- 
befides this won’d bea Wrong to Mercury and Pytho, 


who have for many Ages poffefs’d the Chair, and 
fway’d the Art of Elocution, it were neceflary alfo that 
I had the Suffrages of al] my Poetick Brethren, and you | 
Know Genzlemen, that there is none of them fo mean, 
(Til fearce except the Britib Apollo) that doth not! 
perfwade himfelf that he. is she God of Pa fwafon, and 

{ 


wou'd (like the Tatler) very hardly confefs a Superi- 
Or) tho’ with the Leave ot that boafting Squire, I don’t 
think this any Sign either of Wi/dom or Learning, for, 
Lhe Labirinths of Pocick, are not the eafefR Way to Hea- 
ven, and oft Times God hides bimfelf from them that fearch. 
him with over much Curiofity. And therefore I don’t 
weader that Dr. B—— condemns the Gayeries of this 
World, and retires from it in good Earnej?; I wou'd 
{oon imitate his Self-Denial, wou’d he (as no Difeafe 
is to hard for him) but once cure my Athenian Itch : 
I wou’d then (like the invifible Perfon he mentions) 
retire for Good and all: Not that a plain Habit, or a 
Retreat from the World, contribute much, but the 
Change of Manners, and the entire Mortification of 
our Paffions, "tis thefe make the Hermit. ’Tis there- 
tore better (as the Doétor obferves) for a Man to de- 
vout himfelf to Religious Solitude, than neglecting his 
Soul, to be Lord of the World. Some that were more 
fenfible than my felf, wou’d in this Cafe complain 
of the World ; but I content my felf to forget it: 1 cow's 
be fo fully. pleas’d with Dr. B———’s ecclip.’d Afylum, 
that I fhou’d think it (with as much of his excellent 
Company as I was once blefs’d within New £xgland) 
A Glympfe of Heaven —— But this is almoft impoflible 
However Iam now’ founding a Retreat to all my 
Paffions, as well asto all Party Difputes: And as 
foon as ever I have publifh’d Three Thoufand Pofts, 
do hope to embark for a better World; for, Life at beft, 
is but the dull Repetition of the fame Thing, butin Hea- 
ven me foall be eternally making new Difcoveries (*.) 
And therefore (Gentlemen) when ever I think of you 
(but more efpecially of Dr. B—--) methinks I fee 
Lelius come to vifit Scipio, confirming him in the Re- 
{olution he had taken, to ftand aloof from the Tu- 
mults of Worldly Affairs, and in a quiet Retreat, to 
lace his Vertue, and his Glory in a fafe Hold. But 
fore this happy Retreat can be tully,made, my 3000 
Pos muft be ali fhip’d into Dumon’s Fly-Boat (or 
Weekly Oracle) in which Im fure to fleer right (to 
ufe Dr. B—’s Expreffion) if you. continue my Pi 
to the End of the Voyage; _ for tho’ the Zatlers and 
Britifo Apollo’s are as fo many Rocks yet if you eight Gen 
tlemen will but guide and defend me thro’ the Ocean of 
Critticks, my Fhree Thoufand Pos hall continue fail- 
ing to the End of my Life, and perhaps to the End 
of the World: For (Gentlemen) I dare put your Learn- 
ing and generous Friendfbip, in Balance againft all AMen’s 
Malice, and all the Injuries of Fortune. This, witha 
boan Voyage to the Puft-Proj:4, is all from, 
your obliged humble Servant, 
) JOHN DUNTON. 
Thus (Gentlemen), have 1 {et Dunton’s Oraele-in the 


beft Light I can, by returning 4 general Anfwer to the 
eight Leievs that recommend the Poft-Proyett to the Lovers 


‘of Novelty. 1 fhall ald a Word or two concerning * 
'the Queflion- Pat of my Oracle: I fhall next. taréle a. 


Jittle with Ifaac Bickerftaf (in a fecond Challenge that 
fall prave he cou’d not antwer tlic-ticl): And after 
that a I promis’d in the Beginuing of this Pretace) 
will pay my Refpedts to the Ladies. 


* This new Opinion is largely prov'd in my Effay, intity 
led, The Chrifians Gazet w/ ich Dr, Bm quotes a 
his Letter io me from New England. *¢ A 


Best Se NERY Wee Maer ey 


ee 


biriheemsten. “<p. ee 


Vill 


As to the Queftion Pave of my Ovacl: tho’ by the Rea- 
fon of thé pre. Vanety< tha tev ere 
to the, 1 cou’d sofert but tew*Qatftionswintbis Sxcond | 
be fting my Frid Volun® (and tp thote Or .26.6% i 

we kly)! fhall anfwerall Manes ot ive 
4 envio Quekions, under the general Heads or Di- 
ine. Pilof hig , Aifcellances and fecrvet Ovacte, 3 
I. My Divine-Oracle, being defign’d asa Direet ry 
for t er Comfcieneess Mall tefolve al the uncom- 
nion Cafts propos a to Duniows Ova! y by ‘Perfiins 
under Prouble of Mind. UWhder this Head, I-fivalt 
alfo anfwer what Quéftions are fent me of a more f/pe- 
culative Nature; andintend to make it the very Crown of 
all my Oracles, in Regard they até the bett Frieuds, that 
are {0 to {he great Intereft of the Soul. 

II. My Philofoplack and Mifcslanous Oracle 
fwer alt Quefions ia any Part’ of Learning; \ where 
entirely throw off the Rules‘ and the -Peduntry of the 
old Way, and think @ new, both for the World and 
my (elf. Under this Head fhall alfo be inferted, what 
Que(flions are fent me, relating to the Works of Creati- 


e+ 
/977)/9. 


all : ,(?, 
i!! putarih 


fiance wants a Demonfiration, or deferves Remarks.~ Here 
all Poetical Qneftions are anfwerd in the fame’ Faculty. 


' 
Fy 
iF cirboas Potts thawvere (ga0 Fics QQ <.tto Bai | 
gluci Luve secrets aS are pr vately fent’to Diptt ayy 


i rack, by yang Geatiemen “iid Ladigs 3! ed 
troy every. d ency, Uiat woud difsblitge the wit 


ecés 5 
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My fecvet. (or Ladies) Oracle, hall refolve tite 


mus relating to the Arcane Natura, ang 


] 
aLis« 


LUST o 
pious Reader ° For, however the Nature of thts Frade 
may appgat, tis necefary to perfek my Queffon Bg 
5 and Ll fhall take fuch a modeft Care*of'it, that 
the Joatt Blemifh of Obdfecnity, ana Smut thay 
pals ane. ) 

Thefe are. the Titles of thofe senéral Heads that 
will be Gontain’d in the Third, Fourth anf tcllowigy 
Volumans of Dustjon’s Oracle, and L {hall take pirticy: 
iar Care (let the Zat/er fling as much Dirt as ‘ha 
leafe) that nothing thall be interted under any of 


aw & 


y thadl an- thefe Heads, contrary to Piciy and good Manners; ang 
ppt at any Time i be alittle jocofe, it fhall always h. 


within the Bounds. of Sobriety ; And that may cap. 
. * . . ~ , 

ty on my Avhentan Proje in this refin’d Manner, Py 

take particular Care, that all Perfons who fend ney. 


Queftions, or are overcome with Love-Malancholy, 


fhall be all anfwer’d in theix Turns; And as for thofe 


’ 


Qweition nogiit to be publ} it they fend tt tOsthe 


on, Nature, and Art; whatuew Experiment, or curious In- ait a ¥ mast ag 


As to this Philofoplick and Mifcelanous Oracle, Tar ft 
well fnrnifh’d already with fome Thoufanid Queftions 
(both in Profe and Verfe) fent to old Athens, which 
were thrown by, thro’ the Impatience of other Que- 
rifts. I thik ’tis fufficient, to add under this Head, 
that hitherto the fpacious Worlds of Truth'and Know- 
dedge, have but a Blank Sort of Maps drawn ‘fur em, 
and in many Quarters there’s little more to be met 
with than Terra Incognita; 1 ara willing therefore, to 
run the Hazard ot a Voyage, to make what Difcove- 
ries I can. 
1. 
Thro? whatfoever Part of Heav’n we pafs 
We find the Marks of Galtlwa’s Gla/s 5 
Sols Motions ed clearly known 
As yi had been his ancient Home; 
He knew where every Planet lies, 
And trac’d them thro the Chambers of the Skies. 
‘h. 
L'il then:be gone, I dvead to fiay at Home,’ .° r 
With Drake’s Ship ri’ d, about the World Pilvodin's , 
I will difcover fomething more ws 
Than what has been known heretofore ; 
Wiuns for my Fourey Pll prepare, 
+ TU fearch the unknown Waves, the Earth, the dir. 


Pil touch each Tole, Pil, as the burning Line, 

fll f' arch the Limits of the wtmoft Clime, Li 3 
7 il Loves great. Kingdom I defery, Riel 
Which in fome hidden World muft lie: 
Cowley Love's firff Columbus was, and he 

Who beft can trace his Footfeps next foalt be. 


4. 
Ths whilft I fail, my Hopes encreafe to fee. 
The Prefence of fome gracious Deity, 
Who mizht his Infuence below 


‘1A Familiar Epi lle, 


| and the celebrated TomBrown) 1 perceive we have oe 


Sword in News jlnect, they fhan eer ofan Antwérin 
Writing. As to the contending Patties about 2. 
figion here at Home, I declare a Neutrality, unl§ 
where the Effentials of our Chriflian Faith are touched 


and there Iifhall chearfuliy interpofe. So that th 


Athenian Projed, does now, Phenix-like, flourifh in ifs 


Owa Athes, and Lhopethcfe Volumns of new Athens will 


Variety,.of nice and curious Quettions (digefted y 
the feveral Heads mentioned before) and are abfolately 
neceffary for thofe Gentlemen that defire an pi 
to fuch curious Queftions as were wholly omitted ig 
the old Oracles, ae 
»Haying faid what I think neceflary, concern 
the. Queftion Part of my Oracle, 1 fhall next hte ali 
with Jfaac Bickerftaf, (in a,fecond Challenge that; 
prove he cou’d not anfwer the firft) and. for the 
underftanding of this Challenge, 1 fhall form it iato 
which take,as follows, a 


pleafe as well as the old, tor they’l nu 


iA 


Tatling Tfaacy) oo... » | ' t see) 
| OU R.. Grubfixset,Satyr. on the Weekly Waiters, 
maketh me to-koow Iam happyer. than I ip 
pos’d, for by compaxing that nobler Creatures (which 
you call your felf) with the Inferiors (as you call deft 
mous Bournelle, ibe learned Examiner Athenian Duntas, 


nourito be fometimes in your Memory., It, is 
dare believe the great Psaifes you, give yourfel 
Place fu taken up with bigh Thoughts tor the Go 
the Publick, as, J-had mot the Aubition to fig th bi 
cou’d be any Room left for, a Man. of Vopipat mp ont att 
as my. felf, and that little Species of Writers, as you @ 
the foremention’d Gentlemen. However, fince (14gr 


like): you boaft of your joining Wit and defile your se 
ters; Iwill, {by detesting your Ignorance and Pris 


Zo ficer my Veff:l here below: 


do ali Lean to humble you. I conjefs 7tis with ae 


Reluctance Lengage in this. Litteral Wax, for th: 


Thro’ various Seas my Port mrp ride, Shew is made, of refenting petty Injuries, the) 
Propitious Love, rule Thou the Winds and Tice. : tex and the more readily shey are repell d: IF thi 


think upon anfwering all your Tatlers, (as I cou’d ea- 
du 1t) I Show’d but make a Comment upon your 


fily a 


Barometers, Dreams, Vifions and other Gibberifp, tor 
‘hem that underftand you not, and. thereby, bring 
vour Zatlers into the more*Credit and Requeft: How- 
ever foinething Is neceflary to be faid, to correa 
your Dungery, bafe, and unmanly infulting Come Men’ 
of the bryhteft Varts, (my felf excepted) that this. Age 
sas produc’d. In your Tatler (publith’d September 26, 
pleas’d totellthe World ** you were threat 
he anfwerrd weekly Tit for Tat, (meaningyas | 


1S ' rUGUULC 
vou afe 
6 ved fo pi 


{iyppofe, that Challenge 3 fent to you, to write either 
Pro or Con on any dt{putable Point): But as this Chale 
ence confifted of feveral Hekvew-and nice’ & ueftion eun- 
cer ning the divine TP efcience, that you cou’d not an- 
fwer; you had no other Way to conceal your Igno- 
rance (that you mivht fhine on ) but to: feem to def- 
pile it, in thefe Words: ** When I fee my felf thus at- 
“ tack’d, I donot confider my Antagonifts as malicious but 
“Hungry; and therefore am refolv’d never, to take: any 
“ Notice of them. The plain Meaning of all whichis 
juft thus, if you wou’d but {peak out ; ~ lm {0 proud 
that I hate any Man, (but more efpecially Dunton, 
thar durft fend mea learned Challenge ) fhowd be 
thought a greater Wit' than my’ felt, or fo muchas 
equal me, as he wou’d foon do, fhou’d dis Oracle once 
Fe vead, or my Fame be leffen’d by replying Tis for 
Lat to his Weckly Challenge: I fay, this is the plain 
Meaning ot your, refolving never to take any Notice of 
But remember Ariffotie, when he 
faw a Youth proudly furveying himfelf, did juftly 
with 10 be as he thought’ lin felf, but’ tobave his Biemies 
Such as be was? And Confidering thofe many and grofs 
Errors Ihave difcover’d in all your Tatlers,my Athée-' 
nian Brethren (by that Time your Lueubrations aré a}i 
review'd, and brought from the Candle to Day Light) 
ajham’d to correfpond with yon, as 
they now def{pife your ummaneérly Treatment. ’Tis 
true “tor ‘the ‘prefent, “ ‘you fpeds of your felf with fo 


Du nton's-Oracle : 


will bé4s much 
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that this is ‘your trifling Charaaer, I appeal to 2/t 
that have read your Tatlers, but more e{pecially, 
your great Admirer the Briti/> Apollo, for in a Leicet 
be fent to me Fanuary 18, he there fays, “| Jfr. Dun- 
‘* ton; tis notorious, that, Aly. Bickerttail is clonght 
)S dulleft, where he argues with mops frenuoys .Senfe, and 
“ where he exprefies the flrongeh Fudgment; but applauded 
“© for brighteft in flightef Matters: And if we'lt believe 
Malamors, * a Triler will fetch more Mony than a Ser. 

‘’ mon, And therefore, a little to humour thofe 
thoughtle{s. Simpletons that buy the Tatler, to Jaugh 
away precious Time in the Third Volumn of Dun- 
toms Oracle, Vil publith, The Trifiing- Poft, or Fffays (1 
Imitation of Montaign) upon none but flight aud. infg- 
nificant Matters: Sure this Poff will be trifling enoug! 
to pleafe Women and Fools; for in this Pof the Au- 

thor talks of every thing as it he talk’d of nothing 

and often of nothing, as of fomething very wnpour- 
tant, (like Montaign) he begins a Difcourfe where he 
thou’ finifh it, he leaves of in the Middle (ike Ifaae 
Bickerflaf’) and then takes it up again, fometimes by 
the Head and fometimes by the Tail, he fays nothing 
of what he promis’d to fay, and oiten faye quite 
another Thing from what he shought, and makes bivr- 
elf and Vice, the Subje& of every Chapters aud if this 
ent trifting, what is? For all the Wits ate agreed 1 ¢/rs 
that the leaft Thing in Montaigw’s-Ejfays is the Learn- 
ing, (which is rambling and very usicertain,) and the 
{ame is {aid of the Tatler. Then prethee J/aat retire 
to thy own Apartment, and there fee ~---Pride, ig 
rance, and Folly, enough to damp thy de{pifing others 
tor how 'tidicwlous is it, fora Hackney Author to Ce! 
up for a'Rabby, and tovcall his Superiors in Wit ava 
Learning {or at leatt in Eftate) aParcehot fel Wire 
and Seriblers, only becaute’you can taiti¢a litle and 
pleafe the World witha few Whumfies, Luch as Invifiale 
Ring s, Imaginary Courts, Travelling Shillings, that have 
{earfe one Syllable of Truth, Learning, or Meaning 


in’em, and therefore. in my Jifling-Pofl (which os 


“much Ayrogance, and off ters with fo much Conteinp?;| writ for the Sake of thofe wife: Readers that like noe 


“as if you thotght yor 
** Learning, Wit and’ Senfe; How proudly’ do you tel] 
was one of the weekly Moderns 
¢ you wou'd not name, becgufe you wow d not make his fil- 
“* ly Paper fell, (as if yourbare naming rhe Title wou’d 
give it Credit) but I don’t fee‘any Reafon that Jfaae 
has, to be thus” conceited $' for thoy 1 
call’d Cenfor_of great Britain, and carry it fo, as iP yon 
were able to teach all the Worlds yet with al your 
mighty Parts you coud not an{wer that Hebrew Chal- 
lenge | {ent to you, in the Firft Volumn of Dunton’s- 
Oracle; then prethee Ifaac (for 1 .told you this fhow’d 
be a familiar Epifile) if ali thy Learning be: thus fu- 
perficial, boaft no more of ‘thy P 
ty Hack’ coud inform ’you/(Pit fc 


the learned Examiner,“ 


D 
3a 
bein p 


OF Verfi 


ou’ woud be 


w felf Superior to'all the Wovld in|\thing bur Tatling) youl fee your fe!f drawn as little and 


proud as’ your abufive Fefts andwain boafling has madeyous 


However, if fuch trifling will quality a May to be 
Cenfor of Great Brittain, Y can’t fay but Tom D-—ger 
|and Fack Pudding may ttan« Candidates for that igh 
Plate; as-foon as ever the Tatling Commedian has done 
attimm. ' But Ifaac, trifle and banter as much as you 
pleafé, P-thall always return Tit for Zit, for I wasta 
earneft in that’ Challenge I fent to you, and am fo 
till, and have fo much Reafisn to be fo, Lthallan 
this Letter, not only vindicate my firlt Challenge tut 
fhall fend you a fecond, tawhich J dejire nothing bus a 
clear Stage, andino Quarter; for tho’ your faucy Re- 


ining’ Parts, tor eve- 
fcaree ‘except TOW, beneath the Notice ofthe Athenian Socicty, (as it con- 

) that itis harder t6 acquire the Reputé of fifts of twell'e Gentlemen, all Matters in thets feveraz 
good Judgmeitt, and being a Scholar, than thafa Faculties) yet as I firft propos’d the Challenze, I have 
a Wit; fora Play, a Song, a Tatler, or Pafer their tree Leave to handle you without Mittens 5 and 
xves’ for that; but the other demands tho’ vow dare not evgage'in a-Litteral Wary tor fear 


ply of Fit for Tat, is a mean and Grubflrect Reflection, 


“De sara Difcrétion; many Men arewitty without of ivfing that Reputation you have got by satiing, yet 


Judgment, and ndching ‘refolve 
nz aWits for thofe who (like Tailing Tfaaey caube the ffi Vol cle, 
diverted with Zriffes, never apply to “Sblidity, and Juice to fay, that Al you write is either won, 
ick ' 


con} ads ihe Fudgment like be~, { reMolve to’ ehargé you thro? andthe’; for thotin 


‘column of Dunton's-Oracle,: I bavegoneyonr’¢ 
derfully 


fublivie, 
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matchlef{s as the World thinks you, Jam atleio prove 


you have mixt every Tatler you baveyet publyé'd with grofs 
Ignorance, E:ror, Pride and I persimence; but berore I 
attac€é you inthis Manner, lfhall here, as a Dus for your 
T2t, fend you a fecond Challenge, being a nice Cafe 
concerning Pistowick, Love or in plainer Words, “ J 
‘| dekre to know, in your mext Tatler (nse Souls Lave no 
‘* Sexes) why im your Platonick Love, you clays join 
“ im Corefpondence, the Soul of a Male and of a Female, 
‘* and if ut may not be a very fpecious Pretence of Fea- 
« boufy to the Wife of Bickeritaff, to Oud the better half 
“© oF him ¢ for fo I call the Soul) yond im fo iid and 
* amorous Correfpondence with the Soul of bis She-Friend 
“ and iafly, ( tho” you feemingly renounce al Corporal 
“* Knowledge and Ew oyment ) whether thofe Spiritual Ca- 
** reffez, and tender Embraces, which you profefs there is 
** between your Souls, does not caufe a grateful Tisibati- 
** on, as pleafant to the Body, as Bodily Copulation does 
* in the Soul; and therefore prove inconfiftent with thas 
** nice and Arid Vertue your Platonick Lovers /eem to 
“* profess. Now Ifaac, if you dare anfwer this nice 
Cafe concerning Platonick Love, (or thofe curious 
Queftions I formerly fent you, concerning the Di- 
one Prefcience) you are deir'd to duitin few Days, 
but if you neither can, nor wili anfwer thefe puziing 
Qucfions, you muft pardos me Famous Ifaac, if you 
{ee ’em all anfwer’d in Dunton’s Oracle, under the Ti- 
tle of Bickenfiaf?s-Pof, or Dunion’s fief and Second Chal- 


ws unanfwer d. 
aughty Ifase 1 have now finifh’d a long and fs- 
miliar Epiftle to your sasling Worfoip, which has not 
only anfwer’d your Grubfreet-Saiyr, on Dunton's-Ora- 
cle, (and tor that Reafon is properly call’d Tit for Tat 
er a fecoud Challenge to Squire Bickeritaft ) but has al- 
fo prov’d to what a huge and ridiculons Bubdle a few 
Praifes will blow a NAC KX, that has no Humility, 
Learning, or Good Manners, to guide his Pen: For, 
how conceited is it, in Jfeac Bickerfaff, to tell the 
World, “ a Fry of bungry Vermin every Dey turn a Pe- 
** ny, by midbling at bis Lucubracions, and find their Suf- 

senance out of u&: When tis evident (by your play- 
ing the Merry Andrew to get Bread) that your Dayly 
Fafk in writing the Tatler, may be comypar’d to Do- 
misnan’s Sport,who fpent the whole Day in catching 
Flies; only with this Difference, that great Adzu fluck 
Fhes with a Bodkinto pleafe his kancy; but you 
meerty tatle, (to ufe a Phrafe of your own) “ a3 you 
*“* ave prompied io uf by an empiy Stomach. 

And now Jfaac, if my thus expofing your fhining 
Parts, woud but end io a Psper-Duel, ‘tis all the Sa- 


e 


' stb oar tiv 
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th: yet 7, tisfation Laik of you, For know, 
r 


~ Sir Ratite, th 7 
I bieath in; and as | have draw, 
my Pen, will never putitup, whit I have one Ey 
uy. However, as you gave the firit Affront, I thay 
mak2 no Apology for tus Satyr, Of for any Lab] 
fhall give your TJatler’s Apology! No, for if yoy 


> 
. 


lwou'd but turnthe Tables, and contider how fou 
* s , at TF te - ru _ . * ++ 7. ? 
|you’d look your felr, upon any Perfon that fighteg 


,u 
aud adus’d you, only tor the Honzour you did dim; 
(for you were told in our Fi? Coadenge, twas be. 
Member t A , to engage lob 3 Polemi ch. 
Duel, witha lefs celebrated Writer than famous Jy. 
[ *d then pafs for a Sots 
, 


24 SUClckR Wii yOu, Tor re. 
fronts, with fu little Heat, bur 
ou are ibe Cenfor of Greas Britain, ang 
| be (wherber you will or ng.) 
Your fincere Friend, and very 

Geniiemen, you ce I have drawn my Pen; andig 
a fecond Challenge have given the conceited IJfaz 
{uch 2 Tis for bts Taz, as has prov’d him a perfe? Med. 
ly of Ignorance, Vanity, and Rattle: Phocion call’d brag. 
ing Lyofthenes the Cyprefs Tree, which makes a Fay 
Shew, but feldom bears any Fruit: And I ihall pro, 
in @ Poetical Tatler, (of which more anon) that Tras 
vapouring (or foiming on) is but a Sort OF nis Fatuy 
made by thofe nice Wits, that drudge (weekly) to fup. 
port his Fame; and I think no Mancan doubt thy 
that remembers, what a dull and blunderving Paper the 
Gazet was, whil? wholly written by Ifaac Bickeritaft; 
that "tis no wonder, he was affraid to aufwer that Ae. 
brew Challenge my Athenian Brethren fent to him; for 
that was a Tafk requird univerfal Learning, and much 
above the Abilities of Tazsling fase, who, ( Cyprefi- 
like) makes but a Shew of Fruit, and is at be ie a 
foinimg Meteor; ‘tis true, (Thrafo-like) he cannot lay 
an Egg, dream, ereét a Court, or talk of Wonders, that 
even Sir Fobu Mandevile, (or Pinto either) wou'd bluh 
to write; but he muft cackle and ftrut, but youno 
fooner make a Pafs at him, (in Lagick: Phylofoply, 
or any curious Queftion) but he runs away,or 1s above 
fighting in Mode and Figure: The plain Englip of 
which 1s this, “ Mr. Danton, you threaten to anfww 
we weekly, Tit for Tat, but I dare not expofe my Ignne- 
vance, or bazard thas Fase I have got by Tatling: dad 
therefore all the Challenges you fend to me joal be 
all anfwer'd by a conceited Panegyrick om my own Abili- 
ties; for han’t Itold ye, (inmy Tatler publib’d Sept. 26.) 
thas challenge me as often as you wou'd, I wou'd take wm 

further Notice of little Authors, but wou'd fhine o n. 
Now (Gentlemen) what a Luftre do fuch Tatling- 
Gloworms caft in Darknefs, which yet, but touch’d ar 
extinct. I won’t fay that I/sac is wholly a Coward 
in the Litteral War, becaufe he durft (once) TEL Pat 
Dunton’s-Oracle, and ( jult ) {narl at the learned Exa- 
Mincr: But fire 1 am, that familiar Epifile 1 {ent to 
him, bas tairly prov’d, that fuch conceited Scribes, 
(as tacling Ifaac) have Humours not unlike thof€ of 
Peregrinus who prefented a Letter of Challenge, ina 
great Aflzmblyof Grecians, inviting all the Worl, 
to come and fee him burn alive; he boafted of piniag 
om, *tili he was fcorch’d to Death, that he might die 
fomois. T can’t fay thio will be Jfzac’s Fate, -“ 
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re, even the celebrated Tarler, By boiftine fd 
’ 


and Reobes to elablith, ( many Prigds have perf’ 
1} with Jnoente and Sacrifices, hallowed and cemented 
| warh i. A Way to Fame, tx whigd mone ever wene 
j Pefore mis, ane im wc! MONE WA! ever Ae able ty Allow wy 
}O-eps> What taint Attempts are made towards it, wid 

be erther like Spots in the Sun, which are undiiber 

able tothe naked Eye, and cannot inthe leat ob 


but ftink and Smoke; bet ua Man’s commending }feure his Srigdinefs, or like Foils to it of the Na 
himfelr ror goed Qualrtres he really has, be ax Exec/s}tave Luitre of the Diamond; rcan’f?t thou O Dis 
miiy that 1s rntolerable; what fhali we tay ot wa, be angry at fo glonous an Attempt: For w 
2 r Oualit be One Of tay 1 t zeal V hey 
4 ~ . pes , . » XAT . 
. e ft tt ; Om “Fy Nave ,? ks BALES | 1A oI [ i \ j ii, i 
4 it this is the Character of ining A thal [uot in my Opinion, be efteem’d a Virgin) were I, } 
prove by every Fatler he has yet publifh’d ; ’Tis true play, One of thy devouteit adores, yet the Buraing ot 
every vain Perfon (like Ifase Brekooflaff) hath fome |toy Temple is enturely coniitent with the mott fe 
ak Sice, whereby he expofeth the Kidiculoutnefs | roulive Obedience, and the trueit Nelicion, of which s 
ur; nay the wodefeff Man that 1s, wou’d | YJewy cannot ff bly de a more competent Judge than my 
: 


‘train frem {peaking well of himiclt, were it 
that he was affur'd fome others wou'd take that 
off hrs Hands, fo that (to confeis the Jruth) 


herne commended: But tho’ Selt-Applauic be a na- 
rural Vamiry, vet I mnt fay, that all cde Throfoes I 
ever Knew (if compar’d with Ifaace BickerRoff) may pals 
tor Pertons of great Modefty: But be it as ‘rwill J 
hope no Man w:2ll count me vain or conceited, that 
: tamiliar Epiftle, | fend Jfaac a fecond Challenge; 
tor | fhall prove in my Poetical Tatler that in an Age 
fo learned and {> fuH ot Critticks as ours Is,a Man 
bumbles himfel: whenever he takes the Name of Au- 
thor; for the Rigor of the Critticks 1s fo great, that 
no Merit, how well foever eftablifh’d, can efcape 
them; and it looks like a kind of Prefumption ina 
Man, to commit himfelt openly to the Judgment of 
the Publick. To fay the Truth, he that tets up for 
an Author, offers a Challenge to the whole World, 
as well as to Jfzac Bickers faff) and theretore mult ex- 
ject the Critticks will fal upon him, or perhaps fay 
he ts mad, (as ’tis faid of me, by the Mot-Heads that 
con’t know me; and contradicted by all that do) 
which fhews, what a cenforious and mad World we live 
in: torif youl excufe the Excefs of Vanity, (whieh 
furely is a3 excufablein John Dunrten as “tis in [face 
Bicker Fa) I will venture to fay, * J han't one Detrador, 
“ on the whole World, that w- acquainted with pre, ov Cat 
“ leaf) that wou'd be my Enemy, if be knew what hitle 
“ Reofom be had to be fo. Well Ifaac! For now I'll 
tattle again with you) have 1 yet fet your Mining Pic- 
‘ein a clear Light; if not, you fhall next be fhewn 
in a Scbloguy, (a Glafs you fo greatly admire) that I 
may do fuftice to all your Features; for you Know 
d/azc, every proud Lucubrating Fop, loves to view his 
Face in a Glafs, and in the tollowimy Soliloguy or L- 
ofr ius, you may {ee your exact Picture. 
The Si liloguy of Erottratus, when about to burn the 
~ ‘Temple of Diana. 

Sumo Superhiam ——— Hor. 

"TIS with infinite Satisfafion” and Applaufe of 
my Wit and Invention, and the moft entite Com- 
placency in my Virtue, that I refle& upon the edni- 
eus APion T am ab s when [ reflett that tis T alone 
who in a few Hours fhall overturn that Structure, 


" . *?. ’ , > — » 
y at Hetlom, tony te Longdence cepenging ON OLDE? S 


wich fo many Aigs have contributed 


' 
' 
' 
' 


ff. By me fhall all df2 with ranumerable Aes 01 
Devouio 1, endeavour to appeafe thy incene’d Deity ; 
By me hall she Wald de tangbs thy tranfoendent Himili ’, 
which takes as much Delight ina barn ora Hovel, 
4S un that Edifice, that has {0 long, and fodeftrvedly 
been the Glory of I phetus, and the Wonder of the Wo lz 
How anuch Good thall | be the Occafion off by this 
fingle At? How many poor Wretches will be main 
tain’d by it, how many Arttficers employ’d in’ re 
buskding what | shall to vestuouily and wittily de 
troy? How many Orators will be furnifh’d with a 
Subject, tu declamm againit, and exercife their Rheto- 
nick upon Frofratus, tho” by ther very Malice they 
tranfmit my Renown to future Ages. PP els will by 
thear elaborate Diicourfes againit my Sacrleige, ob 
tain the Fawour of the Multitude. So many are the 
Benefits that will accrue to all Ranks, by my Means. 
Shou’d the Temple, which is plac’d near the Seuare- 
House and Torwm, {pread the Flames to thofé Build: 
ings, | fhall give the Pohvietans an endlefs Opportu- 
nity of dhowing ther Sagacity, in difCovering of 
Plots im infuicwm; And the arbritary Prefor will be 
hlenc’d by the Patriot Frofratw! That abfolute Ty 
rant, who condemns Men by the Breath of his Mon:’ 
even tho he has been aflecp during the Caufe. Sbou/ t 
M4 true Nawe be conceal’d, Y pall fl be famous by Jone 
ame ox o/ler; and be known to be the Man that /o) 
ally overthrew the Pillars of Princes, charitably burne 
{> fupertlitious a Pile, and religioutly put an Bnd to 
Diana’s-Templie. ’Tis 1 who like the Sun, thall give 
Luitre to the Moon, and caufe Diana's to be remem 
bred to all Pofienty! But fhou’d the Flames which | 
throw, not have any Effeet, (the 1 (ppoie it utterly 
ympollible, thot any sdangthat Id Mhou'd be inet stual) 
J shall pretent the Geddefs, with a glorious Ocgation 
of manittiting ber Divinity, and irefragibly confute 
thofe, who ecrouoully and Impioully silert, that, o 
Goddefs’s Temple ean f. it Danger, It this fhould | 
the Event, | too wall eccahonally youn my far 
ber Worfhip, fince no Body will Know wat T hav« 
ateempted, L too, will with the reff of the Worl! cry 


* 


~ 


L their Piety / ubat sead thy Zatlers, the moae oie, 


out, that, eveat is Diana of the Ephefaus. 
Here Jjaae, (in this Soliloquy of Proftratys) 
or mot of thy 7 MIR AUB Uiel, 4 nly. with t 

Difference, that thou deemeft in the Opmronmot «ll 


gay i0r AT ano of 


ta ; ’ 


- You have very {eldom, if ever, known Affaults made | € the h 
againft ‘her that’s reputed truly Chat; for (as Ijis a Sortof Knight Evrant for your whole Sex 


KlV 
7 l.er " Y , 

the wo: But Lhave no moret ) fay in thy Ly Lie at 
prefent, and there will be the irfs ose tes fOr it, as 
dcif- Applaufe 1s thy diftinguifhing Character. 

I think L have talk’d enougn witi 
now Time to addrefs mj steeriy* 
true. a great Woman Hater was wont to fay, low 
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f*uiy in them again: From the Cradle to the Lomb 
we are wrapd in a Circte of Obligations to them, for 
their Love and good Oitices ; ind there are no Fi- 
gures in all the Syftem of Rhetorick, fo moving ana 
orcible, as the peculiar Graces of that Sex 3 fo that 
he is a Monfler in Nature, who returns them not the 
Carefles of an Innocent Affection: And I am fure, 
is very partial to his own Sex, if he thinks the Men 
bave more Wit and Grace thenthe Women 5 for lam 
of Opinion, that Men can boaft of no Endowments 
ofthe Mind, which Women poffefs not in as great, 
if not a greater, Eminency. There have been Mufes 
aswell as Amazons, and no Age, or Nation, but has 
produced fome Females renown’d for their Wifdom 
und Virtue : So that you fee (Ladies) *tis meet Gra- 
titude, as well as Juflice to the Fair Sex, obliges me 
tu make you fhare in this Dedication, to which you 
have fo jufta Right, not only as you were always 
great Admirers of my Athenian Oracle, but alfo as 
Philomela, Artemifia, Sitho, and the reft of the SHE- 
WITS, frequently honour’d it with many Curious 
Poems : So that (Ladies) to forget you (in a Dedi- 
Cation) were to att the higheft Ingratitude, and the 
rather, as my Three Thoufand Pofts (that here ask your 
Patronage) will, I hope, give you fome Diverfon ; 
and happy fhall I think my felf, if I can be any 
Way ferviceable to you, who have ever had fo high 
an Efeem for you, that in my former Years, my 
whole Life was a Pafion,; nor am ftill without a great 
Veneration for a Woman that is Chaft and Witty ; 
as is largly {eenin my Singing, Bed and Wedding Pojts, 
but more efpecially in my Ogling, Courting and Rival 
Pofts, inferted iy this Volume ; nor is there any Dan- 
yer that thefe Love-POSTS fhould hurt, or miflead 
the Vertuous (which are tle moft numerous Part of 
your Sex). True Vertue (Ladies) is high Proot againtt 
all the Batteries of Vice, whether in your own Blood, 
or from us, nor dare the boldeft of us attack it: 


High-Flycy to oblige you 3 2. €. I 


Te DEDICATION. 
tho’ but in dull Profe) I intend (fhottly) to turn 


| : delign to annex to 
all my Kemaining Pofts, a Paper I fhall call_—.. 77, By 


ththe MEN, tis | etical Tatler, or the Lucubrations of Waac Bickerfag 
: -o 3 ones a , rl | ere - 

- Celttothe LADIES, ’tis £/q3 done into Mock Herotck Verfe, and juftly cenfyy} 
for their Vanity and Inpertinence : Beginning with Num} 


r. and will be continued (in Dunton’s Oracle) tilt pi 
kerftaft has done Tatling—————~ So that inthe Thirg 
Volume of Dunton’s Oracle, you are to expeg . 
m any Poetical Tatlers, as POSTS, and my Con. 
Bickerftaff (for you'll hear anon we are nearly related) 
may depend upen this, that I fhall Print neithe, 
POST nor TATLER, but what fhal! be tairly Own’ 
and defended, by one who wears a Sword, not 4 Pey 
and Inkhorn by his Side ; yet Lhope I may claim fic! 
Famuiarity with the Mufes, as to command the; 
Affiftance in a Poetical Due! ; for I never fatyrize a> 
Man, ’till he firft gives the Affront, and then With 
Oldham, Iweay my Pen as others do their Sword. An; 
always demand Satistaétion in RHIME, and (Ladies 
I don’t doubt (as bright and fhining as the Profe Tyti,, 
now appears) but before PEGASUS has run his Ras 
but you'll find buafting Ifaac, a fecond Carilus * in all 
he writes. Cafar, who writ Commentaries on his own 
Actions, tho’ none of the worft, might not be th 
true(ft of Hiftorians; Opinion puts fale S pettacles 
on our Eyes, Self-Interett, and Selt-Conceit difes 
our Sights and make us refemble FETERICKS 
who can appprehend no Colour befide their ows, 
which is the Cafe of Coufin J/uac, 


At leaft I foall prove in — Poetical Tatler, 
That alt Self-Applaufe ws vidiculow Matter, 
"Ts Vain and Impertinent, and ftinks at the beft 
And has made Ifaac Bickerftaff pafs fora Fh. 


I fhould fay, Coufin Bickerfaff! Not that [an 
proud of the Relation ( tho’ fome wou’d think th 
very Affinity to the Tatler is Honour enough) bit 
fecing a famous Herald has fent me A Second 
Part of the Poft-Properly fo call’d Whereia bs 
proves that Dunton’s POSTS, are nearly related 
the Family of the STAFFS ( {0 near that he prove 
Bickerftaff their firft Coufin) for that Reafon I flat 
difown my Relation to him, but from. this Pedigr, 
fall condefcend to call him— My Coufin Bicker iF 
Which is all I have to. fay at prefent to inet v 
KINSMAN, till we meet in the Poetica! Tatler. 

Ladies (atter begging your Pardon fur this Di 
greflion) 1 wou’d now ask you, can you ever # 


prove in my Starting Poft)a vicious Man cannot ap- 
prose, at leaft not endure, the bright and awful 

epards of facred Vertue; None but a Maid can look 
againft the Sun; neither Men nor POSTS can burt 
you, without you pleafe; you muft betray your 
felves, like the fist Woman, if you tall: Put (La- 
dies) how agreeable fuch a Confinement ( or morti- 
fy’d Life) has been to your Rambling Sex, 1s plainly 
Miewn in the Conjuzal, Lap-dog, Widdows and Gofipping 


enough for the Man~— Who in his Poetical Talo 


Whoin his Duelling- Poff, draws his Pen in Defenct! 
Delia (the fam’d Author of the New Atlantis)— Wo 
in his Modifb Poff, extolls the odd Dreffes, and 


oe 
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* Cerilus was a boafting Pet, who undertook tow 
the worthy Exploits of dlexander, upon this Bags 
that for every good Verfe he made, he foould bave a Pie 
of Gold, but for every bad one, a Box onthe 
whenhe bad done, there was not above Seven good Ves 
iu the whole Poem ; fo that he received very few? 


Jos, where your GARULITY is prov’d a Vertue. 
And (Ladies) (veing you are all lovers of Zutling 


of Gold, but a great many Boxes ta put them in. 
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mours of the Beau Ladies-- Who in his Beautiful 
Tef, has attain’d to the Secret, not only of continu- 
ing Ladies handfom, but even of beftowing Beauty 
upon thofe whom Nature never betriended with it~ 
Whoin his Virgin Poff, has found out an Antidote 
againtt thofe Teirible Things cal’d WRINCKLES, 
and can fecure your Charms to the laft Moment of 
your Lite Who inhis Platonick Poft, has de- 
{erih’d the Spiusttual Careffes between two Souls of a 


Ler be 3c00) re{ulves to divert and pleafe you. 

Now, Ladies (if yowll allow me to be as Vain, 
asimy Coufn Jfaac) 1 will then ask you, ought you 
not tohang up DU NTON’s PICTURE in your 
Ped-Chambers, and Clofets ; ought yon not to ereet 
ues to him (as well as to Conjin Bicker fiaff) fince by 


‘ 
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a Contrivance, much more furprizing than that of 

John Mandevil’s making a Burning-Glafs of Ice ; 
can teach your Eyes even at Four{core to inflame 
learts, and to burn them to Tindér. 
Ladies—— What farther Difcoveries I have made 
in CUPID’s DOMINIONS, yeuw’ll find in my 
Riiming Pofts and Lover’s Gazette, and fo (bright An- 
gels) Your humble Servant, tor [have TATLED 
with you too long already. 

I have a Word more to fay to the MEN, and then 
Farewell to the Ingenious of both Sexes. 

Gentlemen—— Wou'd my Room allow it, I 
wou’'d here give you a Specimen of the Diputing Loft, 
(promis’din the Title to this Volume) but I have di- 
ready excecded the Bounds of a Preface, {0 mutt de- 
fire you to be fatisfy’d with this Short Account of its 
Dejign and La mag 

This Difputing- Poft was written by the Farnous Mon- 
fieur B—x, and wasfent to me at a feafonable Time, 
for as its Defign u to keep the Medium, and expofe the 
wild Foolerics, and Extravagancies of the Extrematies of 
any Controver/y whatever; fo Lhope’twill heal our pre- 
fent Divifions, andfhame us all into Brotherly Love 
and Unity; or at leaft will ferve to convince the Bl- 
GOTS of all Per{wafions, That Wit confifis no more am 
ridiculing the Clergy, and laughing at Religion, than Re. 
higion does in Ill- Nature, Syaene” a flarch’d Face, 
aGogle with the Eye at Church, and a Tone thro’ the 
Nofe: And theretore feeing we want fuch a healing 
Monitor, asthis Difuting-Poft, 1 fhall give the Worla 
aSpecimen of it in my Third Volume, and fhall com- 
pleat it in Dunton’s Oracle, provided that unknown 
Genfleman, who fent it to me, will continue to 
tranflate it weekly, and fend it to the Sword in New- 
Street 5 for ’tis fo great a RARITY, I han’e yet feen 
ore Copy of it in Exgland: 1 judge my unknown 
Fenefactor, had it either trom the Author, who wit 
it, Or fiom his Correfpondent in Holland, for in the 
fecond Letter he fent to me, he writes thus, Aly very 
£ood Friend By the Letter that brought we the Dif- 
puting-Poft, Numb.2. I underfland that the Author w 
atprebended by Order of the French King, for feeming to 


favour the Proteftants, by leaving the Queftian unanfwer'd, 
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_Gentlemen —— I have already received Two 
Numbers of this Difutny Pof, trom my unknown 
Friend, which meeting witha general Applaufe (both 
in France and Holland) they fhan’t fail ot a Place in 
my Thiwd Volume, with all the DiPuting-Pofts that are 
furtherfent to Dunton’s Oracle, or if they are fuppree 
by the French King, yet as the Difputing-Pof, is 2 
Healing-Projet, my Athenian Brethren refolve to 
continue it, till we have-put an End to all PARTY 
QUARRELS. 

For a further Account of the Defign and Ufeful 
me Wid the Difputing-Pof, I refer the Reader to the 
irtt Letter that was fent to me by Zruffy Telltrush 
which was this following, ‘ ~ 

Afr, Dunton, Ay very good Friend, 
¢c HE Learned Monfieur B—x, has undertaken 

a Weckly Paperin French, which you, if you 
“ pleafe, may call The Diputing Po in Englib; he 
‘* has as yet Printed but two, they were received with 
“ great Applaufe, and have been Re-printed in Low 
© Dutch; lcon'a not poflibly light onthe French 
** Copies, fo have been forc’d to tranflate this firtt 
“trom the Duté>, and not being altogether Mafter 
‘* of that Tongue, I hope you'll excufe and correét 
** fuch Things as you find needit. I thali look on 
my own Labour, in weekly tranflating ‘em, well 
** rewarded by being of any Serviceto you: Fork 
* look on your ORACLE to be f0 univerfally En- 
** tertaining, ever fince you laid alide Party-Matters, 
** that it well merits my Pains in frving you, for 
‘© whom (without Flattery) I have a very great 
** Ffteem. Mr, S—~z’s Intention, as he tells the 
** World, is to contute that Bigottry to. particular 
‘€ Notions, which has at prefent befotted all ug 


av“ 


‘* he was ever a great Friend to unbyafs’d Thoughts 
* and Impartial MODERATE Sentiments and Reafons, 


‘* England: ’Twould be a happy Thing cou’d Man- 
** kind be brought to think ot Things without Heat 
“* and Enthufiafm , 1 have obferv’d with Pleafure, the 
“ Fruit you have reap’d by fo doing 5 you have made 
“© an Exchange to Mr. Bicker/laff ot your Bigottry 
‘* tor his Reputation, and he to you of his Reputa- 
‘© tion for your Bigottry. . No more, Sir, butmy 
* hearty Well-Wifhes to your Succefs—I am, —— 
Your entire Friend and Sérvant, 
Trufty Telltruth. 

I intended (next) to have given a TAST of — 
The Poetical Tatler -——- Of all Zeanks, or the unfortunate 
Fofit—— Of Dogget’s Poff, (or a comick Seige of the 
City, Pathopolis )-- Of the Conjuring Poff — (where 
the TATLER may read lus Fortune) Of the Atlantis 
Pyoft—. Aud of forne more of my DYING FARE- 
WELS—— I fhou’d alfo have added—- An Alphabeti- 
cal Table . of ig va Pris, Qucfions and Novelties 
inferted in this Volume; but (Gentlemen) you know- 
Change is no Robbery, and I hope my giving you Two 
Sheets of Preface, will attone for the fame Quantity 
of other Matter, fceing thefe ave Difhes will keep cold, 


Ese. fo cannot tell whether this will begcontinw’d if be ws 

cenfurd, if its, my Trouble is nothing if I oblige my 

Lriend ; I an-your.moft Affeftionate Friend and Servant— 
Trutty. Teditruth, 


J and fox that Reafon are referv’d tor your next En- 
crete Os ; and that I think a fufficient Apology 


for thefe Omiffions (or at Jeaft for my not prefixing 


ATable to this Volume); my Titleto every Volume 
a2 


*¢ I think we as much need fuch a Monitor here in . 


being . 


me a elt 


Se ee satiety metals ae tee 
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I fial! only add— I fhall preSx to The Third Velun, 
ws Oracle, feveral Poems on my Poft- Proje a 
(writ by the Wits of both Unrverlities) which wii, 
oubdlifhed in few Weeks, ‘and [ hope to your Se... 
In the mean Time (Gevtlemen and Ladies) | 


c ~ - al al . ¥ 9 @ _f 
being a Sort of INDEX toit, anl 4 Genera a- 
" ’ ' ’ ; ‘ a3 jf 4 evs! Dn 
Phabeneal Table to every Six Volumes (whico wie oe a 
fit Size for Binding) will be fuificient tor the ready 
Mnuin? of any Subject. 


‘ ‘ y > "| Fe “1p v. 

And now (Gentlemen and Ladies) having difcover'd 
all that I think convenient, concerning my POSI 
et. 


and QUESTION Piged?, I hope you'll excufe the 
ane 


J 
hengti or this. 


— 1 i2 AlRC. / [ she Wits Aa ¢ nu 
no more PRE ACES; this (and the Pretace to my 
, ; , } 74 , % . 4-1, 4? , 
rit Volume) having inform’d you of all that’s ne- 
goad . + sor } P ay ai 5 , ‘ TT. , 

. wily Lv Tur! {h pul —— Al miver) th Au lbt Gi? ; altl® fee 


dication, as lfhall trouble you with | 


\ 
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me + , « 
tact aes 
> 

4 


sk leave to fubferibe my eli, 
Your Athenian Friend, and 


very bumble Servant, 


| JOHN DUNTOoOy 


— i, 


ADVERTI 


qicnian News: Or, Dunton’s Ovacle. In 
Three Thoufand feveral POSTS. To which 


SEMENTS. 


celebrated Artifts Mr. Knight and Mr. Vander Gach 


(To this Work is prenix’d an Heroick Poem upg, 


is added, The Cafuiftical-Poft, or Athentan | Dunton’s Projects, written by the Athenian Society, 
Mercury, Refolving the moft Nice and|with an Alphabetical Table of the feveral Projed;, 


Curious Queffions propos'd by the Ingenious of either 
Sex. VOL. [. Containing, I. Dunton’s Poft. I. The 
Mob-Poft, All. The Whipping-Pof. IV. The Lying- 
Pot. V. The Sibil-Pof.” Vi. The Coffee-Houfe-Poft. 
VIL The Love-Poft. VIII. The Dwelling-Poft. YX. 
She Singing-Pof. X. The Tatling-Pof. XI. The Bed- 
Pt. XII. The Mad-Poft. XIU. The Surprizing-Poft. 
XIV. The Poft properly fo call’d. XV. The Ashenian- 
Poft. XVI, The Diunken-Pof. XVII. The Ignorant- 
fof. XVIII. The Mifer’s-Poft. XIX. The &himing- 
Poft. XX. Apollo's Poff. XX1. The Wedding-Poft. XXiI. 
The Dip ng Pot. XXII. The Cafui/tical-Pof. To 
which feveral Pofls is prefix’d A Genval Title, Preface 
and Index, with an honourable Challenge to the 
Celebrated TATLER, to write either pro or con up- 
On all difputable Points, with a Specimen of the firft 
Challenge, in a Hebrew Queftion, and other Problems 
concerning the Divine Prefcience, . The Challenges 
(if accepted) to be continu’d Weekly by the whole 
Athenian Society, being Twelve Gentlemen, all Ma- 
fters in their feveral Faculties. This Athenian News 


/Queftions, Novelties, Poems and Characters infy. 
itedin this Volume. Price Bound 6s. 

| The Bull-bawting, or, Sach— drefs’d up in Fir. 
| works, lately brought over froin the Sear-Gardey 
‘in Southwark, and expus’d for the Diverfiop Of th 
jCitizens of London, at Six Pence a Piece; by Foly 

Dunton, Author of the Anfwer to Dr. K-——veb, en- 
ltiePd, The Hazard of a Death-bed Repentance, being 

Remarks on a {candalous Sermon bellow’d out at &, 
| Paul’s on the sth of November lait, before the Ri 

Honourable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 

by Dr. Sach lt, Dedicated to the Right Honov- 
lrable Sir Samuel Garrard, Bar. Lord Mayor of the Ci- 
ty of London. Price 6d. 

THe Chriftian’s Gazette, or News chiefly refpeéting 
| ™ the Invifible World ; being a Pacquet for the Piow 
Virtuofi, on Subjects never ftarted before. Price 1s, 
| “THe Hazard of a Death-Bed Repentance fairly argu 


trom the late Remorfe of ~W————. late D —- of 
, with ferious Reflections on his Adulterous 
on his living fo long in a known Sia- 


'D 
‘Life, 


(or Three Thoufand Pofts) will be coutinu'd in Vo- }on that Latin Editaph he ordet’d to be fet on th 
fumes (and in half Sheets) when the Authors Health | Tomb-ftone of Mifs Campion and upon his 
wil permit it ; to furnifh out 4 Univerfal Entertain- |f{eeming Penitence in his laft Sicknefs: Alfo the dy- 
ments and Six Volumes (which will contain juft ing Remonftrance of other Perfons of Quality, and 


Ninety Sheets) will be + fit Size for binding. 
Amante, or the New Projeéts of Mr. John 


in particular, of Fohn Hampden, Efy; (formerly 


‘Knight of the Shire for Bucks ) being a Paper he fent 


Dunton, Author of the Effay entitl’d, The Ha- |by Monfieur Alix to Dr. Patrick, Jate Bifhop of Ely: 


zard of a Death-ted Repentance ; being Six Hundred 
diftin& Treatifes (in Profe and Verfe, written with 
his own Hand, and is an entise Collection of all his 
Writings, bothin Manufcript, and {uch as were fur- 
snerly printed : To whichis added, Dunton’s Farewell 
to Printing, infome Serious Thoughts on thofe Words 
of Solomon, Of making many Books there is no End, and 
much Study is a Wearinefs of the Flefo. Vol. 1. With 
the Author’s Fifigies, to diftinguith the original and 
trie Copies, from fuch asare {ilfe anlimperfect. Take 
Care alfo of being cheated by Wooden Cuts, the 
Right is that whichis drawn and grav’d by thofe Two 


The whole refolving that nice Queftion, How fara 
Death-bed Repentance is pofible to be fincere, and is pub- 
lifh’'d by Way of Anfwer to Dr, K———’s Sermon, 
preach’d at the Feneral of ~W——— late D at 
D The Third Edition; to which is added, Co 
jugal Perjury, or an Efluy upon Whoredom, addrefs’d 
to the Husbands of Quality that keep Miffes 5 with 
a fecret Hiflory of the Author’s Fatlings, or D— 
at Conteflion. In Two Parts, Price of each ts. 

ittteicniee ~ << Sh Fg se. nua 
at ses fold at the Sword in New-Street, rear Fett 
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Duntows Me2acle. 


From Saturday Fuvre the 17th, 


to Cucthay Fune the 20th, 1710. 


The Healing-Poft, or an Expedient for a 


General Conformity. 


’LL introduce this Second Volume of Dun- 

tons Oracle, with a Healing-Poff, or an 

Expedient fora General Contormity. I’m 

quite weary of Buli-Baitixg, ( the Title | 
gave to my Anfwer to Dr. Sacheverell’s furious 
Sermon ) and would now act the Part of a Ato- 
derator ; that is, 1 wou’d here propofe an Expe- 
dient to make all Proteftants of one Church, or 
at leaft to unite fo far, as to refpect one another, 
as Chriftians, Country-men and Friends. 1 intend, 
in this Healing-Poft, to be true and juft to all 
Parties, to Church-men, Presbyterians, and Dil- 
fenters of allSorts; I did never appropriate my 
Faith and Charity to one Party. Lever thought 
the Variety which we behold in the Univerfe is 
not its Deformity, but its Beauty, As the Eye 
is more ravifh’d with a Landskip, which invites 
it with the grateful Intcrpofitions of Hills and 
Valleys, Woods and Champion Grounds, than 
if it were let out to lofeit felf in the Uniformity 
of a wafte Horizon, or empty Profpect; So is 
the truly pious Soul more furpriz’d with the Glo- 
ry of the Chriftian Religion, when various Ap- 
prehenfions agree inthe fame fubftantial Holinels 
( one Star differing from another in Glory) yet 
all thining with a Light borrow’d from the fame 
Fountain ; and therefore I efteem no Man the 


through Prejudice and Intereft they do many 
times conteft about Words, whilft they do hear- 
tily think the fame thing. Then let Sacheverell 
and the furious Crew, att as they pleafe, I fhall 
( as is feen by this Healing-Poft) always cordially 
embrace with the extended Arms of Good-will, 
whoever were dignify’d with the Image of Piety, 
tho’ not diftinguifh’d with my own Superfcripti- 
on: Having of late time obferv’d the Heat, 
Averfion and Scorn with which fome Men have 
treated all thoughts of Eafe to Prote/tant Diffenters; 
I confefs, I had amore than ordinary Cariofity to 
examine the Grounds thofe Gentlemen went up- 
on: For I could not tell how to think Afederati- 
on Should be a Vice, where Chriftianity was a 
Vertue, when the great Doctor of that Religion 
commands, that Our Moderation be known unto afl 
Men; and why? For the Lord’s at band: And 
what todo? But to judge our Ramcor, and retali- 
ateand punifh our Birternefs of Spirit. And to 
fay true, ’tis a fevere Reflection we draw upon 
our felves, that though Pagan Emperors, could 
endure the Addrefles of Primitive Chriftians, and 
Chriftian Cafars receive the Apologies of Infidels, 
for Indulgence, yet it fhould be thought of fome 

Men (I mean the Sacheverelites, or prefent facti- 

ous Addreflers ) an Offence to fick it, or have it 

of a Chriftian Prince 5 but the Confideration of 

the Reafon of this Offeace will encreafe our Ad- 

miration, if we ferioufly read and confider this 

Healing-Poft, or Expedicut for a General Con- 


better for being regimented in this Commuaton, 
rather than in that; however a Mutineer 10 | 
either is odious: 1 cannot approve of their bitter 
Zeal, who, if they cannot call down Fire from 
Heaven, will kindle it on the Earth againft all 
that think not as they do. ’Tis very certain, 
that the real Differences of good and intelligent 
People are not fo wide as they feem ; and that 


formity, and Pacification. IJnteref? will not lye: 
Men embark’d in the fame Veflel, feck the Safety 
of the Whole, in their Own, whatever other 
Differences they may have; wherefore it cannot 
be unwife, by she Security of All, to make ic the 
Intereft as well as Duty of All, to advauce that 
of the Publick. 
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tion, Brew ti ioderat eS tow2 rds the Orthe 5do3 
whoin a lictle before he had feverely treated : OF 


t! Truths C which mend both Hearts ai 
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which thefe were the Heads; That he perfecuted | 
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no Crime to thi ‘al or bel 
believed: That he sielie not to be troubled at the Di- 
verfity of Opinions : 
more divided in their Judgment than the Chriftians : 
Thatit fufficeth, thet every Sett aimed at the Truth, 
and lived virtuoufly. — We have had modern 
Royal Examples too. 

Stephen King of Poland, declared his Mind ia the 
Point controverted, thus, 1 am King of Men, and 
not of Confcience, a Commander of Bodies, and not 
of Souls. 

The King of Bohemia was of Opinion, That 
Mens Confciences ough tin no Sort to be violated, uro- 
td or conftrained. 


And let me add (what is, or fhould be of 


good Lives: 


ve otherwile than tne Prince | 


That the G ntiles were w wore 


more force ) the Senfe of King Sames and King| 


Charles the Firft, Men, as of “fupreme Dignity, 
fo famed tor their great Natural Abilities and 
acquired Learning, Je a fure Rulein Divinity 
(laid King ames) that God never: loves to plant 
bis Church by Violence and Blood{hed. And in his 
Expofition on the twentieth of the Revelations, 
he faith, That Pe Jecntion #s the Note of a falfe 
Charch, 

And in the Advice of King Charles the Firft, 
to the late King, he fays, Take heed of abetting 
any Fattions, your partial adhearing to any one Side, 
gains you mot fo great Advantages in [ome Mens 
Hearts (who are prone to be of their King’s Religion ) 
as tt lofeth you im others, who think themfelves, and 


their Profeffion, firft defpifedy then perfecuted by 
you, 
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than Exatting'the , Rige ur of Lawss there being np. 
7 ting Wore than A Ce 1 ji yrannye 
“Nor fhowd we over-look the Candor and 


Charity with which King Wiliam (of glori- 
© ous Memory ) went from this, and mounted 
up to the other World: He did with his dying 
* Breath declare, That he dyed a Chriftian of 4 
comprehenfive Charity. With every serious con 
fidering Mind, this muft furely have a much 
greater and better Sound, than to have faid, 
| die in the enclofed Communion of one or 
other Party, or Denomination of Chritftians; 
‘ Nor dol fee ( fays the Picus and Learned Rob- 
© binfon) how any one can fafely leave the 
World, however they may make a fhift to live 
in it, without a Charity that reaches to all fe- 
rious Chriftians, under whatever diftinguih- 
ing Name they pafs. And let others confine 
their Candour and Communion within narrower 
Limits, if they dare; but I could never hope to 
be joyn "d to the General Affembly and Chureh 
above, if | fhould willingly, and out of choice, 
cut off my felf from any Partof the Body, or 
refufe (upontruly Catholick Terms ) to hold 
Communion with ’em; and upon this very 
Principle, *tis that Proteftant Diflenters do, 
and may jultity, both their Occafional Communi 
* cating with the Church of England ( fo called ) 
¢ and their not dari ing todo it constantly. 

‘ King Wikiam’s great Moderation and Love, 
* both to the Church of £xgland, and Protestant 
Diffenters, fufficiently fhew’d he himfelf ap- 
P prov ‘dof Occafional Communion ; > and he was fo 
* zealous for an UNJON in Religion among 
* all his Subjects, that ?cwas part of his Prayét 
* both LIVING and DYING, 
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Thus far King Widiam, and as to her prefent 
M ‘ Queen Azz, as Piety isthe brighteit Jew- 
elin her Crown, fo her Royal Moderation and 
Is, ry Nf / , Im Ira her NA an gh ig } leffpd fy 
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er, sad call. ¥¢ very Title to} 
e Crown i: Qneftion) might fee enough to 
allagaiait the common Enemy, for in 
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So Ih pe hs Divi ne Gor i; nef will still continue fa- 
vour alle, Aud mi ke me ti. e bi ‘PY ligtrument of 


tk a bs 7207 € defireaul Lé Union Of the He: ivf s ff Al, 
my I ple di the Londs of a Affetiton, that 


ere may remain no other Contention among you 


\* and Weftern Churches. 
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Thus you have feea the C Bo Whatis the 
Cure of thefe Contentions ae Divilions ia the 
Churches of Chrilt, and among particular Chrifti- 
an he Defign of this Hea‘ine 


vans? Why that is 
i, 


C » 
Posty and hope, it may be, a Word in Seafon; 
for the Chriftians in Corimth were not more divi- 
ied and fhatter’d, than the Chriftians in Lowdon 
reat this Day. What Jeremy faith of ne Lra- 
abteh, that may be faid of us: Our Wounds ave 
grievous, our Bruifes are incurable, and we wee "0 
hea sng A fedicines s there is xo Bali in our Gilead, 
nor I’hyfiuctan in cur Climate. I have heard of a Di- 


feafe that is call’d Opprobiun Adedicorum, The Dif 
graceof Phyficians; becaufe they do not know 
what to fayordotoit. I may fay of this Evil 
Difeafe call’d Contention and Divifion, itis Oppre- 
brinm Theslegorum, The Difgrace of Divines; 
they know not what to fay ordo, in order tothe 
hea hia 3 of iC. Oace a ¥¢ ar there 1s commonly 
aD in London which is epidemical and rag- 
ing, "hk the Divition made by Dr. Sac heverell’s 
Sermons Cf for which he is juftly fileac’d ) is a Di- 
ftemper that is like to pet vate among us all the 
Yearlong. Neverthelefs I fhall prefcribe fome- 
thing tn this Heals ing-Posi, that may havea ten- 
dency tothe Cure ‘he reot; for as Mr. Afayo ob- 
ferves, * Moft of our Contentions are meer Lo- 
‘ gomachies 3 the Strife among us, for the moft 
* Part, isabout Words and not Things. There 
* was a great. Strife of old between the Eaftern 
The Eaftern Churches 
‘ and Chriftians faid, there were three Subliften- 


att, on Peake . 4 } 
vil he, ALMA Of ih ali 


cesta the T: inity, but not three Perfons. The 
Weftern faid, there were three Perfons bnue 
© but not three Subliftences. Arh ana fises {leps 
* in and reconciles them both. The Contentious 


* that were amoagft the Neforians and Eatyeli- 
© ans, wereouly verbal, for! pat we may wonder 
. and a Ik Wil ht the Aj 0! le, Ty t ‘re Was vot a IW, fe 
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Adan among them ? And what ‘hall } fay of the 

© Strife and Divifion that isamong the more re li. 
gious People of this !fland, at this Day? Icis 
udaccoun able. I can’t fay, that all the De- 
¢ bates in England abd Lonzon, about Matters of 
* Religion, are ™ erly verbal, but J care afliim 


‘ this of many, if not the holt of them, nay, the 


’ preate art 0) far, of our con' cutious ithe 
* ftians, can give no Account of thole Polits 
* about which they contcod, nor dothey kuow 
* the Hinges upou hich the Things in Contro- 


* verfy turn. 
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© Here Iet meinfert a Story of modern Date: 
© Two Perfons lately met together, at a Friend’s 
© Houfe, where they hada greit deal of warm 
© Difcourfe about thofe that go under the De- 
* nomination of Presbyterians and. Independents: 
© One ftanding by, interpos’d, and defird them 


© tointorm | 
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moft unfeemly thing, for Perioas to contend 
¢ anonut Whol they did not know O! underftand. 


* At length one of them anfwer’d, The /ndepen- 
© dents were f{tricter in their Admiffion of Mem- 
© bers into their particular Congregations, than 
the others were. Herewpon the other reply7d, 
That, to his Knowledge, that was falfe; foraf- 
“ much asfome, that had been rejected for f{can- 
© dalous Converfations by Presbyterians, had been 
‘ received into /ndependent Congregations. This 
© threw Oil into the Fire, and increas’d their 
© Warmth; till by and by this third Perfon, ( or 
© By-ftander) began fharply to reprove them 
© both, telling them, he expected to have heard 
© of fome Difference in the Principles of thefe 
© Parties, which might have made for his In- 
© formation; but all that he could hear, did 
“amount to no more, than that there was a 
: Difference in the Pra€tice of fome particular 
a 
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Congregations, which would be in the moft 

reformed Churches tothe Worlds End. There- 

fore he defired them to lay afide thofe unchri- 
ftian Heats that were betwixt them, and not 

Inveigh one again{ft another, for they knew 

not what themfelves. And his Admonition was 

not ineffectual, for they parted good Friends 

andinabetter Temper. And if this Healing- 
Poff, (asa By-ffander ) does fo far interpofe be- 
tween the High-Flyers of all Parties, as to make 
’em Friends by propofing An Expedient for aGe- 
meral Conformity, they'll have no Reafon to be 
angry with my Healing-Post, which take in the 
following Words. 

The Healing- Poff. 

Unity and Submiffion is defired of all Princes 
and Commonwealths, as that which preferves| 
Peace and Happinefs in all Societis ; for a Nation 
full of Difcontents and Fa@ions, is next door to 
Rebellion, and confequently Ruin. 

One great Foundation of Peace, is the due Sub- 
miflion of all Parties, as well Ecclefiaftical as Ci- 
vil, tothe temporal Prince, as fapream Gover- 
nour tU all Caufes, and fubjec&t (fo long as he go- 
veras by Law } to none but God.. 
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And this may be yielded, and yet not a com” 
pleac Satistaction in the general ; for by a Tole. 
ration in Religion, jdiffereut Sects may poffibly 
fubmit for politick Eads, though thisunites not 
but only palliates, which is yec better than q 
i worfe Evil. . 

But that which breeds the perfect Concord and 
compleat Union is this, when the Ecclefiatticks, 
ind again the Pe ple agree ‘to, and embrace the 
publick eftablifh’d Church-Difcipline, without 
murmuring, not out of Force, but Love and 
good Opinion of it. 

To which End and Purpofe, 1t ought tobe as 
rational and confonant to the Law of Nature as 
poflible, agreeing withthe plain Apprehenfions 
of Humanity and down-right Sincerity of the 
Commons, without fpecious Circumftances or 
Impertinences, which the People think are but 
Amuzements and Sophiftications in the Worhhip 
of God 5 but yet alfo compliant with the Ends 
of Prudence, and order without Affeétation of 
Novelty on the one hand, or fuperftition on the 
other; and this will infallibly be of Force, for 
being founded in Reafon, it will be applicable 
and comprehenfive to all reafonable Men. 

For this is moft certain, the Church was pure 
and plain at the Beginning, without Ceremonies 
and Circumftances ; and Chriftians met together 
humbly, decently and religioufly, with hearty 
Prayersto God, and hearing of the Wérd fer- 
veatly preach’d with fuch Ay prehenfivenefs and 
Reafon, that they made the People willingly to 
refign their blind and fuperftitious Opinions t 
fuch real and demonftrated Truths, prefiing them 
to fearch the Scriptures and their own Confcien 
ces, whether thofe things they taught were fo of 
no; inthis Purity and Sincerity ; were the pri- 
mitive Times, with which their Innocency and 
Holinefs of Life fo prevail’d, that many Kings 
and Kingdoms in fhorc time embraced the Cir 
ftian Religion, and ftrongly upheld it; but after, 
it grew tofo much Splendor and Pomp, that Su 
perftition, Vanity and Arrogance crept alfo by 
Degrees into the Clergy, that foon dima’d the 
Lufter, and abated the true Glory of Religion 
and was the Canfe of many Divifions. 

For this is a Rule in the Difcipline of the 
Chorch and worhip of God, that too much For 
mality fpoils Devotion, and makes Men cold 11 
the Searches after Truth; the more plain af 
free from Ceremonies and Circumftantials it 1%) 
provided it be decent, the more pure and’ fabe 
ftantial it will prove, and the more ground 10f 


ageneral Unior . wherefore ia. all fuch Cale 


much 


[5] 


ach Care fhould be tsken that the great Stum- 


hough they are of themfelves. lidifferent, yet 
when tney bring much and coatiderable Diftur- 
pace, they then ceale to be inditfereat as to Peace 
and Quietnefs, and fo are better regulated or 
removed 

Now doubtlefs though Epifcopacy ts the pureft, 
«5 well as the moft ancient Difcipline of the 
| Chorch, having obrained inal] Chriftian Charch- 
es ofthe World of what fort or SeQi fo ever, for 
sso Years together after Chrilt, and the Cherch 
of England at prefent, is look’d upon to be the 
beft regulated of all Epifcopacy, and yet if their 
can be any more Advantages given toit, for the 
further improvement of QCvzity, from ancient 
Prefcription, right Reafon, or modern Example, 
doubtlefs ic might be good to be put in Practice, 
for we fhould ftill afcend to Improvement and 
Perfeftion, for the more compreheniive and ge- 
nerally acceptable it is, the more firm and efta- 
blifh’d ic will be. 

For there is nothing conduceth more to Unity 
and Peace, than by taking off and reducing the 
general Faétions of Religion, which is done by 
enlarging the Bofom of the Church, and taking 
off things that arecavill’d at, provided only they 
are Circumftancials, as commonly they are, and 
not the Materials and Effentials of Religion; 
fo would both the Cavils ceafe, and Sectaries alfo 
and of Courfe fall of themfelves to the Ground 
without more adv, and incorporate to the fame 
Church with us unavoidably. 

For the true Way of Uxity, is fuch acompofed 
mean of Church Difcipline, as may render the 
major Part, and generality of rational People, 
fatisfy’d, which may eafily be done with us, 
without altering the Frame of Government, or 
taring Things to pieces, but only by joyning the 
two great Parties of this Nation together, (vz.) 

he Epifcepal and Presbyterian, which Parties are 
st leaft nine Parts in ten of the Nation, including 
ail other Se€ts, which may be done by a little 
Regulation, abating only fome Things, and re- 
forming others. 

For Epifcopecy, and the fame Di‘cipline in gene- 
ral, is well enough approved by the moft, butas 
in all Times of civil Governmeut, Emendations 
and making, Lams hath been for the better Conve- 
niency of the Publick, according to the Emergen- 
cies of Things, and Conjun@tere of Times and 
Occafionses fo alfois itconvenient in the Eccleti- 
aftical Regiment, for fome Things will be always 
proper at fome Times and fome Ages, that isnot 


dee . : 

yroper in the other; and —r 
PT) i ther 5 and fo accordingly the 
bling-blocks of Difcontent be taken away, for | ely y 


mult ye remedied, forinan Age, or fome long 
Pract of 7 ime, Mens Manners and the Confti- 
cudous of Things alter extreamly, and fo muft 
have Corrections proportionably. 

And all People being now fatisfy’d that the 
Church of England by Epifcopacy, is to be the 
(tanding Government, being eftablifh’d by Par- 
liamenty and always owned fo by her Majefty 3 
it there be once a further Comprehenfion of the 
Presbyterians in and according to that Govern- 
ment ; all other Parties will foou be quiet, as too 
{mall to ftand in Computation on the one hand, 
and on the other hand, the Church being thus 
regulated, will bring in the reft daily alfo, fo 
that fome fmall Regulation and Abatement of 
the very fame Church-Difcipline we have already, 
will work the defired Effect. And as for the 
other Diflenters ( I mean the Independents, Ana- 
baptists, Quakers jy they might have fuch a 
Connivance ( eftablifh’d by Law ) as might make 
em humble and cautious at prefent, and perhaps 
at length make Converts of ’emto the Church of 
England, as was lately feen in the Inftances of Mr. 
Westly, Mr. Dorrington, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Leg, 
Mr. Haffee and Mr. Keith, &c. Wherefore unite 
thofe two Parties, the LEpi:fcopal Aten and the 
Presbyterians, and the Church is eftablifh’d, and 
much better and ftronger than ever; this will 
not only oblige our Friends at Home, but all 
the Proteftants beyond Seas; and this may be 
done by the Rule abovefaid, withoue alcering, 
the Mode of Government, for we difler but ina 
tew Things in Difcipline, and none in Doétrine ; 
they have left of themfelves the Notion of El- 
ders, and if ic were in their own Choice, would 
direct moderate Fpifcopacy, and would concede 
yet very much more for the gaining of our 
Friendfhip 3 and being one with us, which will 
bea very happy Period of that furious Conteff. 
lately reviv’d by Dr: Sacheverel, Af born, 
H gins, and now never to be heard of any 
more. 

To effe& this, a few Things will be fufficienc, 
as difpenfing with the Surplice, and Part of an» 
Oath in the Aé&t of Uniformity, alfo the Crofling 
in Baptifm, and Kneeling at the Sacrament leie 
indifferent, and Pluralities taken away; thefe 
Things being abated, they would agree with alJ 
Things elfe very well, and be as much or more 
for Epifcopacy than we our felves.. And why 
fhould not we defire this alfo chat will unite.us fo» 
invincibly ? Wherefore fhould we flick at {cit 
lictle Circumftances to hinder fo great. a 7a35 
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‘lremonies and Circumftaantials, common reafoy 


ke} ‘Is us, is liable to the cenfure of every com. 


way ry as wellasall Nick- 
names of Partics, and m hem have no /gh- 
Flyers (or Incendiaries) ne derf{tand how to be- 
peta quarrel if they would themfelves. 

Some may fay ic will be | KI 
but that is of fome | 
difcontent 

iS 1 trary, for here the major pare will 

pleafed at it, but will alio be ad- 
vantaged : vere then ws the inconvenie y of iE £ 
The Royal and Proteftant Party, if Cercimonies 
were abated, would not be difoblic’d, or the 
lefs Subjects for it, they referring all fuch Mat- 
ters Co the Queen and Parliament, and would be 
as well pleafed in Her Majefties -farther Diredti- 
ons in this, as they were with Queen Elizabeth’s 
before; for icis ail one to them if the Govern- 
ment be fatisfied, they acquicfs as well ia taking 
of them away, as fetting of them up, and more, 
becaufe they fee, it’s for making many Friends; 
Again, the Presbyterians that were difplealed be Ore, 
are by this reconciled, which will on all the foores of 
Humanity and Chriftianity, ablig e them to be grateful 
to Eternity ; and for the Church of E, sland, it 
will very much inlarge the Bofom of it, Exalcing 
it above al] Difputes about Difciplines, making 
it fo firm, that nothing can fhake it. 

And others may object, that if thefe things be 


(till, till chey have pull’d down all Decency, good 
Order, and Ecclefiafti 


can’t be a motion to reform any thing amifs 
whatfoever, but they fhall ftraight prevent it by 
a pretence of a deftructive chenge buc this al- 
ters no Ground-work or Subftautials la Difci- 
Plize, only pruning of fome {uperfluitics, for 


ender under the notion of Superttition 
plainnefs and fertoufnefs in Religion, fill 
Peoples Hearts to applaud it, it’s no Policy 
‘id things to be argued and difputed ator 


when taking of them away 


‘ bD 


reth the troubles without any more to do, cut 


- 


ting off the difcontcated Cavil. 

For the true ballance of the Church Govern. 
ment, is to have as few unneceflary Obligations 
as poflible, and to be free from all Clogs in Op. 
preffion of Reafon or Confcience, but giving La- 
titude, be comprehenfive of the generality as 
much as may be, for all Artifices ought to be 
contrived for inlarging the Bofom of the Church 
to the utmolt Exteat, and in cafes of this nature 
| private Annimofities ought by every one to be 
laid afide for the publick Concern. Now in or- 
der to fuch a good humour’d and general Confor- 
‘micy, we mult (as was obferv’d before in the Die 
‘ping-Post) take care to avoid aJl Party- Difputes in 
our Difcourfe, which ferve only to inflame and 
irancour.Men’s Spirits, aud to fowr Converfation: 
| All fincere Chriftians (whether Church-men, Prese 
| byterians, Judependents, &c.) are as it were Citl 
‘zens of the whole World, they belong to no pare 


| ticular Divifion or Party, or rather all good Mea 
}are Jncorporated into one Particular Family of 
grenbedi tie Seeclebatt acne Brotherhood, and therefore ouglit (tho’ of dif- 
; 9 mile Sectaries will defire more aad more! ferent Perfwefions) to live cogetlier with the like 
M Love and Friendhhip. 
SGN hac isle tcal Gover oment, buc this | 
OW, for by the fame Rale, there Church-rigour being thus calmed, how frong 
| fhould we be in our felves, ic would keep many 
| ftri& fort of People from going beyond Sea, blak 
all the Defigns of the Enemies of the Church, 
'and oblige all Sorts of toreign and home Pro 


To be brief, all Manner of inconvenient 


teftants, making them flock toit, and cherifh fo 
moderate 
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oderate a Government, and would not fcruple 
Bifhops or any good Order, but would gladly 
with them, as being queftionlefs the beft 
Government in the World, if truly regulated, 
d when once the great Ones and Heads of Par- 
ies are bliged by State Prudence, the reft wil 
sycrumble to nothing; by this all SeAtaries 
I diminifh, when oace the apparent Grounds 
f Difference is taken away, fo this would not 
unite us for the prefent, but keep People 
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lj asencreafe the Body of the Church, when 


ag Weil 
they fee 1c Is not Ceremonies are fitoodon, as 

7 ”_ l; : sc ra tanr ' ; , 4} , « % 
jome lacendlaries pretend, but inftead thereof, 


fomuch willingnefs and plain-hearcednefS to unite 
all People inthe W orfhip of God. Thus fhall 
the Church of England be more firmly eftablifh’d 
than ever, the People pleafed and conformable, 
her Majelty feared of her Enemies abroad, and 
become {trong in the Affections of her Subjects 
athome; Trade alfo would foon reviveand flou- 
rih, and notonly the Discs, but other Prote- 
ftants alfo flock over with Binks of Money, and 
Manufacturies; her Majefty by it gaining the 
Hearts of ali the Proteftauts of Eurcpe, as well 
astheir Trades aad Merchandize, by endeavour- 
ing to eftablifh thus the Purity of the Worthip 
of God, eafiag of tender Coafctences, and fecu- 
ring them more free in their Perfons, Religion, 
and Property, than any Place in the World be- 
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ad Grandeur of any Nation. 


The Cafuiftical-Poft, or Athenian Mercury, 
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little to prove I’m cur’d of this teh; my for- 
taxing Lordon, and all Company, plainly fhews ir, 
Or if | was ne’er fo curious, where cou’d I be re- 
lolv'd? If now I'de be asking Queftions, it muft 
be of folitary Groves, of fpeechlefS Birds, and 
a poor Landlord, thar fearfe knows his righe 
Hand from his left.—But it matters not; tor 
when Athens had done an/irers, ? Onelftions, there 
wasa Stop putto my Curiofity, and my Cel bas 
fins h'd my € iré, Chat | now itch after Nothing: 
[ am well concent with knowing nomore (relating 
either to this World, or the next) but what I caa 
learn from — Tie holy Bible,-—The Port Ruyal — 
ind the Sybil-Poft: And thefe, limit my Curi- 
ofity. But alas, the Athenian Ifch is a catche 
ing Diftemper; it is not oaly in one or two 
Houfes, but it {preads every where. And ’tis 
oblerved, that as the bodily Itch cheifly lies in the 
Hands, ( andtherefore we ufually fay, our Fingers 
itch to do fuch a Thing) fo the Arhenian Itch chief- 
r affets the Ears and ’tis no finall Misfortune 
at this Mental Itch fhou’d lie more in the Ears 
thania any other Part of the Body. — For th 
Earsarethe Doors of the Soul, without thefe we 


were buceArtificial Creaturesy Men only in thew : 


Hence we Know, we difcourfe, we believe, we 
learn to {peak to God, and hear God fpeak to us; 
without thefe we cou’d not freak, nor know, nor 
underftand. Ja aword, by thefe (under God) we 
are what we are Then e’nt it pity fuch ufe- 


ides, Which is that which encreafeth the Trade, ful Organs fhou’d be defil’d with the Arhenian 


Distemper ? But fo it is, and I fcarce know a Man 
but has itching Ears: 1 was pefter’d with this 


Itch for ro Years my felt, (mitne/s the Old Athens- 


an Mercury, which continued for that time); but 
being cured, | wou’d do my belt to cure others, 


Uelt. Js there any Cure for the Athenian | more efpecially thofe Nice Overifts that my Athe- 


Itch ? 


Anfio. Reader, | might inform you how ftudious | dertake the Care of thefe M 
Ihave been from my Youth, and how curious to 
iknow more than’s reveal’d: But when I read 


what mighty Things fome Men promife them- 
felves, and what Braggings and Boaftings when 
they have difcover’d any Thing ; ic makes me 
conclude, that God will never give a Bicfling co 
lich a violent Purfuit after Knowledge, fiat will 
hot keep within its Bounds; Even cutting tor 
the Stone in the Kidneys, was once praétic’d with 
g00d Succefs, but is now, and ever fince Gallen’s 
Time, loft and forgotten; and the fame Thing 
we may fay of other curious Difcoveries; But as 
fruitlefs as our Curiofity is, tis now become a ge- 


sacral Diftemper. For Dr. Wilde faysy “ We 


al are feix’d with the Athenian Jicb. J need fay 


|wian Mercury has any ways infected. Butlun- 


en with fmall hopes 
of Succcefs; for tho’ with common things Mea 
are little affected, (while AZofes doth only whas 
the Magicians can, he is flighted), yet Men are 
taken with fomething that is not ordinary. All 
Samaria will run out to fee a Man can tell them 
allthatever they did; and 1 doubt whether the 
Apoltles drew not more after their Miracles 
than their Doétrine; when they begin to heal, 
and caft out Devils once, Simon Magus will be 
one too: But this Arhenian Itch is Dettructive CO 
Soul and Body; when Adam wou’d better his 
Knowledge, he loft his dwelling in Paradife ; 
and when thofe Builders of Babel wou'd mend 
their Dwelling they loft their Knowledge. The 
Itch of finding the Philofophers Stone, or of be- 


ing 


om 
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in ¢ Great, or pointed at, how many hath it un- 
done? For my fhare, | will never more care to 


he or to know that which [ kaow fhad repent 
- Jt ‘ boas fF Lila : ' 


me: What Honour is it to Lewis the v4 th. that) 
he was once King ? Or to me Cin my Private | 
Cr } that | h » once heen So s¢- bod) ? Tis clear | 
that ia fome Cafes, aud fome things, a Man may) 
RHiowW £09 muc. Ic is not good to be prying 10 | 
the Privy Councels of God, St. Assfin being asked | 
wii God did before he made the World, Ane 


{wercd, He was making a Hell for jucn Cit 10S ln- | 
quirers. ——Thus dealt Demaratus with a Curt | 
ous and Importunate Fellow that had ofceutimes, 
asked of him, Who mwas the honestest Man in Spir- 
ti? He that refembleth thee least, gquoth he unto 
him.——The Anfwer alfo of an Egypriaa was 
not unfitly made toone that ask’'d him, (Wat be 
carried there folded? [tis wrapt up (quoth he) 
because thou fhouldeft not know what itis? A 
vain Curiofity is hateful and greatly to be blamed 
The Example of Socrates Is 


tained thereunto, then he woud feek for other 
things that wou’d do him no Service or Plea- 
fure—And Aristotle burn’d with fuch a defire of 
Curiofity, in underftanding the Caufes of Natu 

ral Things, that becaufe he cou’d not know and 
conceive the Cauje and Nature of the Flowing ano 
Ebbing of the Sea, flung himfelf into it. And 
Pliny the Elder, whilft he was over-curious in 
fearching out the Caule of the Burning Fitna, was 
burned therein—— 

There are others alfo no lefs hurtful, who have 
been fuch Carious Inguifitors of the Caufes of all 
Natural Things, that through frivolous and un- 
profitable Queftions, they have fallen into that 
Impiety, as to feek for another beginning of 
all things than God; whereupon this Proverb 
arofe——Of three Phyficians, one Atheist.— 

Neither are they lefs to be blamed, who hear- 
ken and enguire fo curioufly after other Mens Faults 
and Imperfettions, This Curiofity (fays Plutarch ) 


is commonly joined with Envy and Evil-{peaking 


and is by that Excellent Philofopher compared tp 
Adultery, which may be called a Curious Enquiry of. 
rer another Bodies Pleafure. VE there be any Oy 
Imperfection ina Stock or Kindred ; if any Ip. 
famy, Faulc, Error, or Evil Government in, 
Houle, ic isthe Delight of Curious Folks to leary 
thatthroughly, that they may {port themfelves, 
and tell long Stories of them; by that mean 
ufing their Memory for 4 Loarhfome Regifter o 
ther Afens Vices, and yet neither fee or knoy 
iny Fault of their own, And therefore Diogens, 
beholding one of his Scholars in a publick Place, 
talking very earneftly witha Young Man thy 
was thought to be Lewd, demanded what Talk they 
had ? To whom the Scholar anfwered, That the 
other rehearfed unto him a Notable Trick of Tonth, 
which his Brother had played the Night before 
Then Diogenes faid to them both, My Will an 
Pleafure is, that each of you have 40 Stripes with, 
Whip, within the Amphitheatre , tho (quoth he 
tohis Scholar) for givine Ear unto him, and he fa 
the Folly related; becaufe a Philofopher deferves « 
much for hearkening to Folly recited, as doth theVa. 
tabond that rehearfeth it. And certainly t 
(hun all Curious Enquiry into others Imperfections, 
is the way more diligently to look into our own. 

Neither muft [ forget to mention the Bold 
riofity of that Young Maa Mr. Baxter menti- 
ons. There is (faith Mr. Baxter) now in 
London, a Youth, the Son of a very Godly Cop 
forming Minifter, who reading a Book of tha 
Art called Conjuration, coming to the Words and 
Actions which that Book faid wou’d caufe theDe 
vil to appear, was prefently defizous to fee hin. 
He came (faith he) co mein Terror, having be 
fore opened his Cafe toa Parifh Afiniffer, and a 
firmed to me that the Devil had appeared 
him, and foliciced him with a Knife to cut his 
Throat; and told him he muft do it fuddenly, 
for he wou'd ftay no longer. Mr. Baxter told 
him how fafe he was, if he repented (of bis Vai 
Cariofity), but never heard of him more.— 

I might enlarge, but here be Inftances enough 
to check our own Vain Curiofity, and to fhew how 
ill thofe Men fucceed, that to be cured of th 
Athenian Itch, goto the Devil for Brimftone.— 
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